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We’ve all heard the expression 
“down for the count.”  This is applies to 
a boxer who is knocked down and un-
able to get back up again. The referee 
counts to 10 and the fight is over.

The apostle Paul was describing 
boxing when he wrote, “Thus I fight: 
not as one who beats the air” (1 Cor-
inthians 9:27). He proclaimed that his 
fight was for real. He was not merely 
shadow boxing. He steadfastly avoided 
the possibility of a knock-out by stay-
ing extra close to God and drawing on 
divine guidance, direction and protec-
tion.

With the Feast of Pentecost rapidly 
approaching, we are aware of the re-
quirement of counting to 50 in order 
to arrive at the correct date for keep-
ing this important high holy day. The 
word Pentecost means “fiftieth.” The 
Day of Pentecost, although always on a 
Sunday, is not on a fixed calendar date. 
Leviticus 23:16 expressly instructs, 
“Count fifty days to the day after the 
seventh Sabbath.” Following that scrip-
tural instruction, this year Pentecost 
falls on Sunday, May 28.

So the countdown is on and count-
ing increases anticipation.

One way in which parents increase 
anticipation in their little children for 
the arrival of the Feast of Tabernacles 
(for example) is to create a colourful 
paper chain for them.  This is usually 

done a month or two in advance.  Then 
every day the child, most often at bed-
time, is allowed to remove one link 
from the chain thus indicating that 
the Feast is drawing closer and closer. 
In time a long chain becomes shorter 
and shorter heralding the arrival of the 
wonderful Feast of Tabernacles at long 
last.

Some years ago I used to run on an 
indoor oval track at a local YMCA. The 
number of laps I was eventually able 
to work up to was 60. The track was 
large enough to keep me from getting 
dizzy. The turns were banked and that 
was a big help. Furthermore, runners 
ran clockwise and counterclockwise 
on alternate days. Weather was never a 
factor and this made the indoor track 
quite popular.

Something that I eventually learned 
was that it was harder to run those 
dreadful 60 laps if I counted in ascend-
ing order. Even so, one would eventu-
ally become two and two would even-
tually become three and so on until 

finally, at long last, 60 laps ultimately 
were reached. At times, depending on 
my conditioning, this seemed intermi-
nable.

However, I eventually learned, and I 
don’t remember how, that it was much 
easier to start at 60 and count in de-
scending order. Sixty laps to go at the 
start, then after one lap, 59 left and af-
ter one more lap, 58 to go and then 57 
and so on until there were only 10 re-
maining laps and thereafter the count-
down to zero went by surprisingly fast!

And so it is for us as we count down 
to observing this year’s wonderful 
Feast of Pentecost.  Are we up for the 
count? Are we anticipating observing 
the next vital festival on God’s holy day 
calendar?  There is so much we will be 
able to learn by observing it, especially 
when we can assemble with fellow be-
lievers in person or even online.

As usual, when it comes to God’s 
festivals and our observing them, the 
realization exceeds the anticipation.  

By Anthony Wasilkoff
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In May of 1996 my siblings and I 
planned a surprise fiftieth anniver-
sary for our parents. Through the 
years, even though they had a good 
marriage, they rarely had occasion 
to celebrate their anniversary. We 
rented a local hall, invited relatives, 
church members and neighbours. It 
took some doing, but we were able 
to pull off the surprise and provide 
a highly enjoyable day for them.

Through the years, my husband 
and I also found it challenging to 
always be able to do something spe-
cial on our anniversary. When our 
children were young we hit upon a 
plan to go out for lunch to a nic-
er restaurant for our anniversary. 
Lunch menus were less expensive 
than dinner menus and we didn’t 
need a babysitter during school 
hours! That worked well and we 
had some very relaxing times.

When the United Church of God 
began, we suddenly found an even 
greater demand on our time. While 
we had thought that we would do 
something more exciting for ma-
jor anniversaries, our twenty-fifth 
coincided with an early National 
Council meeting! What to do? Since 

the meeting was scheduled to be in 
Victoria, B.C. and since our f light 
got us there about two hours before 
we could get into our hotel room, 
we toured the Butchart Gardens 
and had lunch at their tea room. 

That Council meeting began 
a trend and for several years our 
anniversary was celebrated at a 
restaurant as we were surrounded 
by others on the board who knew 
nothing of the significance of the 
day to us. We could quietly wish 
each other a happy anniversary 
while sharing a meal with others. 
Not a bad thing, but not the most 
romantic of places and settings.

For our fiftieth anniversary, my 
husband and I determined that we 
would do something very special. 
We started looking at options and 
planning several years in advance. 
What happened? Our fiftieth an-
niversary was in the summer of 
2021 – in the midst of COVID re-
strictions. All our plans came to 
nought. It was a bit disappointing 
in that we had made sure to avoid 
any scheduling conf licts that year. 

Because of restrictions, we 
weren’t allowed to go to a nice 

restaurant since the only restau-
rants open were those with a drive-
through. Somehow a hamburger 
just didn’t fit with expectations of 
the celebration.

This required f lexibility and 
a change of plans. In the end, we 
took a week off work, rented a car 
and made day trips with picnic 
lunches. In spite of it not being 
what we originally planned, it was 
a good week that was both memo-
rable and relaxing.

Soon we will all be celebrating 
a very special anniversary – the 
anniversary of the founding of the 
Church. As we understand it, this 
anniversary also goes back to the 
time Moses received the Ten Com-
mandments at Mount Sinai. 

Congregations may have dif-
ferent plans for “celebrating” this 
day that has so much meaning for 
us, but what will be the same for 
us all is that there will be a holy 
convocation. Because it is a very 
special anniversary, we will not let 
scheduling conf licts interfere with 
our observance of it. Have a won-
derful celebration on the Day of 
Pentecost! 

An Anniversary to Remember
By Linda Wasilkoff
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In revealing His plan for man-
kind, God chose annual Sabbaths – 
Holy Days focused on harvest sea-
sons in Palestine (Exodus 23:14-17). 
The Feast of Pentecost or Feast of 
Firstfruits pictures the spring har-
vest.

Jewish tradition connects the 
Feast of Pentecost with the giving 
of the Ten Commandments at Mt. 
Sinai. The physical nation of Isra-
el at that time was  committed to 
keeping God’s Laws but they failed. 
In lamenting their failure in Deu-
teronomy 5:29, our God said, “Oh, 
that they had such a heart in them 
that they would fear Me and always 
keep all my commandments that it 
might be well with them and with 
their children forever.”

We know from Scripture that 
what was missing was a power to 
transform their physical nature to 
a divine nature. What was missing 
was the power to transform their 
lives to a “new creation” (2 Corin-
thians 5:17), one Christ prophesied 
would be given to His people (John 
15:26-27; 16:12-14) when He was yet 
present on this Earth. 

This power came in a dramat-
ic way on the Day of Pentecost in 
A.D. 31 to those who were gathered 
together in one accord (Acts 2:1-
4). Such was the power and trans-
formation that took place that they 
were viewed as turning “the world 
upside down” (Acts 17:6).

Upon repentance, baptism and 
the laying on of hands by one of His 
servants, that power becomes a part 

of true Christians (Acts 2:37-38) 
and begins the transformation. One 
enters a symbolic watery grave and 
rises in newness of life (Romans 
6:1-6; Acts 22:16; Titus 3:5) as a new 
creation (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Once purchased with our Sav-
ior’s precious blood (Acts 20:28), 
firstfuits are expected to be unde-
filed with the world and to follow 
the lamb wherever He goes, blame-
less and without fault (Revelation 
14:4-5).

Most of us reading this article 
know these things. Yet, our Creator 
saw fit many centuries ago to have 
us annually rehearse these feasts, 
as we need reminding, refreshing 
and encouraging. Even the Apostle 
Paul reminded a young minister to 
“stir up the gift of God which is in 
you” referring to His spirit, “a spir-
it of power and of love and a sound 
mind” (2 Timothy 1: 6-7).

Many times I have let my mind 
meditate on the expectations of 
firstfruits to “be (or become) Holy 
as He is Holy” (1 Peter 1:15), “to go 
on to perfection” (Hebrews 6:1-3). 

This power “of love and a sound 
mind” is what makes it possible to 
do what the Israelites could not do.

Love defines our Creator (1 John 
4:7-9). It must ultimately define us. 
“No one has seen God at any time. 
If we love one another, God dwells 
in us, and His love is perfected in 
us” (I John 4:12). 

Why must love ultimately de-
fine us? This may seem simplistic 
when one considers the entirety of 
what we are to be or become. If God 
is love and God is a family then all 
those in the family must be defined 
as love. Asking oneself, how I com-
pare my life to the scriptures on 
“agape” love (1 Corinthians 13; John 
3:16) is a worthy question as a part 
of self-examination.

A sound mind is a blessing of 
God’s Holy Spirit. The power that 
dwells in us allows us to keep His 
words and become like Him. Al-
though there are many Scriptures 
one could rightly look to as a stan-
dard, my favorite is 2 Corinthians 
10:4-6, which is the standard of 
“bringing every thought into the 
captivity of Christ.” Now that is a 
standard!

Let us all consider how to pro-
voke one another onto love and 
good works (Hebrews 10:23-25) 
“not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together even more as 
we see the Day approaching.”  We 
do this not by setting our mind on 
“high things” (Romans 12:15-17) or 
thinking too “highly of ourselves” 
(Romans 12:3) “but soberly,” while 
thinking on Godly things.

A Vital Power

By Mike Erickson

Dramatic power in nature
Photo by Pixabay from Pexels.com
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Let’s meditate on “whatever 
things are true, whatever things 
are noble, whatever things are just, 
whatever things are pure, whatever 
things are lovely, whatever things 

are of good report, if there is any 
virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy—meditate on these 
things” (Philippians 4:8).

As the Apostle Paul encouraged 
young Timothy, let us all “stir up 
the spirit” and strive to truly “pro-
voke one another onto love and 
good works”. 

What is the greatest gift God 
could ever bestow on the human 
race? If you asked a dozen peo-
ple, the chances are you would get 
a dozen different answers. Some 
might say good health, others might 
say life itself and some might say 
eternal life. All of those answers 
would be acceptable. Jesus referred 
to that gift as being like a hidden 
treasure called the “pearl of great 
price” (Matthew 13:44-46). To find 
the hidden treasure, the pearl of 
great price, where do we start?

Let’s begin with a powerful ser-
mon message delivered by the apos-
tle Peter on the day of Pentecost as 
recorded in Acts chapter 2. Follow-
ing a miracle from God where every 
individual listening to Peter could 
understand his words in their own 
language (Acts 2:6-9) and, after 
a dissertation in which he makes 
reference to the death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. he tells his 
audience (and by extrapolation) all 
of us, “Repent, and let every one of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; and 
you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is to you and 
to your children, and to all who are 
afar off, as many as the Lord our 
God will call” (Acts 2:38-39).

There is nothing we can do on 
our own, but in harmony with God’s 

Spirit and looking to Jesus Christ 
as our elder brother, Master and 
Teacher, we can have access to that 
hidden treasure. Recall what Jesus 
told His disciples: “I still have many 
things to say to you, but you can-
not bear them now. However, when 
he, the Spirit of truth, has come, he 
will guide you into all truth; for he 
will not speak on his own authority, 
but whatever he hears he will speak; 
and he will tell you things to come” 
(John 16:12-13). He also told His 
disciples: “Without Me you can do 
nothing” (John 15:5).

When Jesus stood in the syn-
agogue and read from the book of 
Isaiah, He made specific reference 
to the guidance of God’s Holy Spirit. 
When He finished reading, “Then 
He closed the book, and gave it back 
to the attendant and sat down. And 
the eyes of all who were in the syn-
agogue were fixed on Him. And He 
began to say to them, ‘Today this 
Scripture is fulfilled in your hear-

ing’” (Luke 4:20-21). What’s in-
teresting is earlier, in verse 16, the 
Sabbath referred to when this event 
took place can be translated “weeks” 
meaning that Jesus may have cho-
sen to read these words from Isaiah 
on the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost).

The wonderful gift of the Holy 
Spirit works in different ways. We 
are, after all, different and unique 
with different personalities, tal-
ents and abilities. Paul understood 
this. “Now there are diversities of 
gifts, but the same Spirit. There are 
differences of ministries, but the 
same Lord. And there are diversi-
ties of activities, but it is the same 
God who works all in all. But the 
manifestation of the Spirit is giv-
en to each one for the profit of all: 
for to one is given the word of wis-
dom through the Spirit, to another 
the word of knowledge through the 
same Spirit,” (1Corinthians 12:4-8).

It is the same spirit, but just a 
different manifestation because of 
the personality, talent or capability 
of the individual. Paul goes on to 
show “For as the body is one and has 
many members, but all the members 
of that one body, being many, are 
one body, so also is Christ. For by 
one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body--whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free-- and have all 
been made to drink into one Spir-
it. For in fact the body is not one 

The Gift of Pentecost

By David Palmer

Careful reading of Scripture
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member but many” (1 Corinthians 
12:12-14).

God through the power of the 
Holy Spirit created the heavens 
and the earth (Genesis 1:1-2) and 
brought His only begotten Son into 
the world, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, (Mary) and the 
power of the Highest will overshad-
ow you; therefore, also, that Holy 
One who is to be born will be called 
the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). 

Jesus promised His disciples 
that when the day of Pentecost came 
they would receive the power of the 
Holy Spirit “…for John truly bap-
tized with water, but you shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now. . . But you 
shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth” (Acts 
1:5, 8).

The Holy Spirit is our very source 
of eternal life. “Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless you eat the f lesh of the Son 
of Man and drink His blood, you 
have no life in you.  Whoever eats 

My f lesh and drinks My blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up 
at the last day. . . It is the Spirit that 
gives life; the f lesh profits nothing. 
The words that I speak to you are 
spirit, and they are life’” (John 6:53-
54, 63).

God’s wonderful gift of the Holy 
Spirit is also our source of wisdom 
and knowledge. Recall the promise 
Jesus made to His disciples: “But the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in My name, He 
will teach you all things, and bring 
to your remembrance all things that 
I said to you” (John 14:26). “How-
ever, when He, the Spirit of truth, 
has come, He will guide you into 
all truth; for He will not speak on 
His own authority, but whatever He 
hears He will speak; and He will tell 
you things to come” (John 16:13). 
But that same promise is given to 
those whom God has called even 
today: “But as it is written, ‘Eye has 
not seen, nor ear heard, nor have 
entered into the heart of man the 
things which God has prepared for 
those who love Him.’ But God has 
revealed them to us through His 
Spirit. For the Spirit searches all 
things, yes, the deep things (myster-
ies) of God” (1 Corinthians 2:9-10).

It is with the guidance of God’s 
Holy Spirit that we build Godly 
character, which the scripture calls 
the fruit of the spirit (Galatians 
5:22-25).

Jesus tells us, in a parable, that 
when we find the pearl of great 
price we should be willing to give 
up all that we have to purchase that 
one precious possession, meaning 
a change is needed in the way we 
think and act. We no longer follow 
the ways of this world. “For if you 
live according to the f lesh you will 
die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you 
will live. For as many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, these are sons of 
God. . . The Spirit itself bears wit-
ness with our spirit that we are chil-
dren of God” (Romans 8:13-14, 16).

Our ultimate goal is to attain 
resurrection into the Kingdom of 
God, and the down payment that 
gives us the opportunity to inher-
it that Kingdom, is God’s precious 
gift of the Holy Spirit. It’s what Pe-
ter told his audience on the Day of 
Pentecost, repent, be baptized, and 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2:38) – a gift that leads to eter-
nal life in the Kingdom of God. 

The book of Acts begins with 
about 120 disciples of Jesus Christ 
waiting during the interval between 
the Passover season and the Feast of 
Pentecost. 

They were following Christ’s in-
structions found in Acts 1:4-7 where, 
“... He commanded them not to de-
part from Jerusalem, but to wait for 

the Promise of the Father, ‘which,’ 
He said, ‘you have heard from Me; 
for John truly baptized with water, 
but you shall be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.’ ... But you shall receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses to 
Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.’” 

The Passover had taken place in 
A.D. 31 Christ had made His trium-
phant entry into Jerusalem, close to 
the time that the Passover lamb was 
to be chosen (John 12:12-15; Exodus 
12:2-3). He washed the disciples’ feet 
and introduced new symbolic mean-
ing for the bread and wine during 
the Passover. Later, He suffered 
horribly, poignantly demonstrating 
how our sins bring suffering. On the 

Pentecost - A Vital Part of God’s Plan

By Rainer Salomaa



Summer 2023 , Volume 28, Number 26

Sunday morning after his Wednes-
day crucifixion, He was approached 
by Mary Magdalene, but would not 
allow her to touch Him because He 
had not yet ascended to the Father 
(John 20:17). 

Why? It is because He was the 
wave-sheaf offering, pictured in Le-
viticus 23:10-11. This was a “sheaf 
of the firstfruits” that was offered 
to God. The early harvest season in 
Palestine began with it being waved 
before the Lord on the Sunday morn-
ing, following the Passover during 
the Days of Unleavened Bread. Be-
fore Christ could be touched, He had 
to be accepted by the Father. Later 
that day, after appearing before His 
Father and then returning, He did 
allow certain women to touch Him 
(Matthew 28:9). 

The disciples were told to wait. 
They did. They gathered togeth-
er,fifty days after the Sunday ap-
pearances of Jesus Christ to keep 
the next festival (Leviticus 23:9-
22) – the Feast of Harvest (Exo-
dus 23:16), also called the Feast of 
Weeks (Exodus 4:22), or in Greek, 
the Feast of Pentecost, which means 
“fiftieth.” Acts 2:1 records that, 
“When the Day of Pentecost had 
fully come, they were all with one 
accord in one place.” 

On that day, a remarkable event 
took place. God poured out His 
Holy Spirit on the assembled inter-
national group and used miracles 
of hearing and speaking in various 
languages to communicate to that 
startled group of believers. 

That Pentecost in A.D. 31 marked 
the beginning of the early New Tes-
tament church. Thousands of years 
earlier, possibly on another Pente-
cost, God had given Israel the Ten 
Commandments from Mount Sinai 
using similar types of attention-get-
ting methods. Now He had given 
mankind the ability to become god-
ly in thoughts, attitudes and actions 

through the precious gift of the Holy 
Spirit, given en masse to the embryo 
of the New Testament church. 

The disciples had kept the seven 
days of unleavened bread. They had 
kept these days without possessing 
the Holy Spirit, a lesson being that 
God expects us to be willing to put 
sin out of our lives by our own ef-
forts. Mankind has needed to put sin 
out for six thousand years, but has 
not generally done so. Peter declared 
that anyone who has been called, 
repents and is baptized can receive 
the precious gift of God’s Holy Spir-
it (Acts 2:38-39). Through that gift, 
God helps us, but only after we first 
begin the process of removing sin 
out of our lives. 

The harvest of spiritual fruit 
began with God’s calling of a small 
elect from the time of righteous 
Abel. That harvest accelerated on 
the day of Pentecost and continues 
to this day, ultimately culminat-
ing in a spiritual resurrection from 
the dead at Christ’s second coming. 
Scriptures describe those called out 
ones as firstfruits. The implication 
is that other fruit will be harvested 
later. 

James wrote about converted 
Christians saying, “Of His own will 
He brought us forth by the word of 
truth, that we might be a kind of 
firstfruits of His creatures” (James 
1:18). Paul referred to brethren as 
those “who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit” in Romans 8:23 and alluded 
to several first-century Christians 

as the firstfruits of God’s calling 
(Romans16:5; 1 Corinthians 16:15). 

Christ is called the “firstborn 
of many brethren” in Romans 8:29 
and “the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep” in 1 Corinthians 
15:20. He is the “firstborn over all 
creation” and “firstborn from the 
dead” (Colossians 1:15, 18). All of 
this is closely linked to the Feast of 
Firstfruits. 

Jesus Christ instructed His 
church to go forth and harvest, 
preaching the gospel, baptizing and 
teaching believers to observe all 
things that He commanded (Mat-
thew 28:19-20). The church that 
will be the harvest is also used to 
do a part of the harvesting. God 
will have used seven different pe-
riods of harvesting, as represented 
by the seven candlesticks in Reve-
lation 1:12-13, 20. The work of the 
church must be complete before 
Christ returns. He will marry His 
bride, who will have made herself 
ready (Revelation 19:7-8). 

An Old Testament parallel is 
found in the book of Ruth, where 
Boaz and Ruth culminate a union 
during the early barley harvest. A 
virtuous Gentile woman is grafted 
into an Israelite household, becom-
ing a part of the genealogy of the 
Messiah. Gleaning instructions are 
even given in the section of Scrip-
ture having to do with the Feast of 
Firstfruits (Leviticus 23: 22). God 
is logical. He is organized. He has a 
plan. The blueprint of His plan can 
be found in the meaning of His fes-
tivals. 

The Feast of Pentecost is so rich 
with meaning – how He is calling 
a small firstfruit, how He provides 
the gift of His precious Holy Spir-
it, how ultimately, He will pour out 
His Holy Spirit upon “all f lesh” (Joel 
2:28-29; Acts 2:14-17). But that is 
another, larger harvest and it is pic-
tured in the fall festivals. 

Plans are created in advance
Photo by Sven Mieke on Unsplash.com
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Ministerial Services Coordina-
tor, Rainer Salomaa, called a meet-
ing of Canadian pastors on March 
13. Nine pastors met for just over 
an hour via Zoom. The purpose 
was to discuss trends, Passover 
preparation, challenges and plans 
for the Feast of Tabernacles. The 
meeting began and ended with 
prayer.

The main trend is that there 
continues to be a number of people 
who have not returned to attending 
services since COVID. More are 
content to watch a Zoom service. 
There are, however, new people 
making contact and some who were 
part of the church and are coming 
back after many years. There are 
some counselling for baptism and 
some planned ordinations. There 
also seems to be interest from one 
group wanting to join with us.

Areas that have had trouble 
finding halls in which to meet 
have now found suitable places 
for worship. The biggest challenge 
now seems to be health problems 
that come along with an aging 
membership. There have also been 
a number of deaths over the past 
year, which affects the congrega-
tions. Another concern is hereti-
cal teachings that are spread by a 
few. However, trials can also bring 
members together.

When individuals have been as-
sociated with the church for a num-
ber of years, there is a tendency to 
“coast” meaning they become less 
motivated spiritually. People are 
just getting tired and Satan will try 
to use this.

Plans for keeping a more nor-

mal Passover service in each area 
are in place. Joe Greene from Wis-
consin will go to St. John’s to help 
with the Passover. The Maritime 
group have rented a large house in 
which to meet. 

In Winnipeg, 95 year old Mary 
Hofer is hosting the congregation 
for the Night to Be Much Observed 
in her complex so that everyone can 
have a place to go.

Feast of Tabernacles plans are 
also coming together with Calgary 
and Midland booked. There will not 
be a satellite site in Saskatoon this 
year.  Larry DeLong will be coor-
dinating the Feast in St. John’s and 
giving Ellsworth Stanley a break. It 
is hoped to finalize plans for a Feast 
in British Columbia soon. Possibil-
ities have been narrowed down to 
two potential sites. A challenge for 
many of the sites will be having 
manpower to run them – especially 
the technical aspect.

There was a discussion about 
the recent congregational surveys. 
Some were conducted using hard 
copies while other areas conduct-
ed an online survey. Both versions 
had the same basic questions. The 
Director of Operations is review-

ing them all. For the most part, the 
results are positive. Surveys will be 
conducted every few years.

A Leadership Seminar was con-
ducted on March 12 for the East. 
Pastors invited leaders from their 
congregations to join. The two 
newest pastors (Sheldon Sitter and 
Wayne Ward) were also invited to 
join the Zoom seminar. Gary An-
tion and Randy Stiver were the pre-
senters.

Another observation was the 
importance for a pastor to be hos-
pitable – having members into one’s 
home makes a big difference.

The latest Ministerial Journal 
about improving speaking is good. 
Some pastors have shared it with 
those who speak at church to im-
prove the overall messages.

Plans for the all-Canada Minis-
terial Conference in June are com-
ing along. Guest speakers will be 
Gary Antion and Rick Shabi. There 
will probably be a barbeque at the 
Wasilkoff home on Friday night 
and a potluck in Toronto after 
church on Sabbath and before the 
Saturday evening session begins. 

On March 30, there will be a 
Young Adult Bible Study about re-
lationships. The Bible Study will 
be conducted by Gary Antion and 
start at 8:00 p.m. EDT. Sheldon Sit-
ter was asked to email a link to pas-
tors that could be forwarded to any 
young person wishing to join the 
study.

While the next Pastors’ meeting 
wasn’t scheduled, there will be one 
after the Feast of Tabernacles. 

United News Canada

Pastors’ Meeting

Zoom Meeting Screenshot
Photo by United News Canada
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Wednesday, July 19–Sunday, July 23
Registration is open

Camp Wildrose welcomes preteens and teens 
and provides fun, fellowship, Christian living 
instruction and opportunity to all who a� end

Campers ages 5–15 
Junior sta�  ages 16–18

Adult volunteers welcome and needed!
Camp information: www.ucgedmonton.org

Contact: Susan Davis at campwildrose@gmail.com
UCG Edmonton, Alberta

 

Camp Wildrose
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has utilized the talents and abilities 
of human beings to bring His word 
of salvation to those whom He calls. 

This world is winding down. 
Calamity is coming. We can’t pre-
vent it. We can’t change it. But we 
can influence a few. If we let the 
light of Jesus Christ shine in our 
life, if we put our hand to the 
plough and our whole heart into 
the work of God then maybe we 
can help save some!

The work of preaching the gos-

pel for a witness to ‘all nations’ is not 
just apocalyptic. It is prophetic. It is 
a moral message. It not only tells us 
that an event will happen but why it 
is going to happen. 

We are to reach out and make 
disciples of as many as the Lord our 
God will call, those He will call as 
a result of the work we have done, 
because we are His agents, instru-
ments of salvation in His hand. The 
apostle Paul, knew and understood 
to the very depth of his being, that 
as an instrument in God’s hand, he 
was involved in a saving work. 

The work of the God’s Church 
including, the United Church of 
God—Canada is helping to deliver 
the gospel to a weary world. A work 
that involves everything from mod-
ern technology to personal evange-
lism, so that by any and all means, we 
as individuals, might have enough 
influence to allow God to save some! 

“The Lord is not slack concern-
ing His promise, as some count 
slackness, but is longsuffering to-
ward us, not willing that any should 
perish but that all should come to 
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 

“Work” from page 16.

All members of the National 
Council met on Monday, March 20, 
via Zoom. After the opening prayer, 
National Council Chairman, Lloyd 
Teetaert, had some opening com-
ments and then reviewed minutes of 
the December 19, 2022, meeting. The 
minutes were approved as presented. 

Paul Wasilkoff, a member of the 
Council of Elders provided an up-
date on recent meetings held at the 
Home Office. 

Ministerial Services Team 
(MST) Coordinator, Rainer Salo-
maa, followed with an update. There 
was some discussion about upcom-
ing spring Holy Days as well as the 
Feast of Tabernacles. A summary of 
the recent member survey gave some 
very good feedback for the MST.

The Director of Operations, An-
thony Wasilkoff, then provided a Na-
tional Office update. He mentioned a 
number of the projects the office staff 

have been involved in since the Na-
tional Council meeting in December 
2022 including the completion of the 
annual employee reviews and recent 
mailing to members, co-workers, 
donors and subscribers.

Treasurer Bill Dimovski fol-
lowed with a financial update. He 
noted that First Tithe and Offering 
(1T/O) donations continue to be be-
low budget but Holy Day Offerings 
are higher. Expenses are below bud-
get, thus offsetting the shortfall in 
1T/O income. 

A Media Team update was then 
given by Dennis O’Neill. He high-
lighted areas: media based programs 
Media Team expansion, ucg.ca web-
site update and projected updates 
based on changes at ucg.org.

Committee updates were next on 
the agenda. Strategic Planning and 
Finance Committee Chair, Michael 
Erickson, reported that an update on 
the Committee’s work will be pro-
vided at the next National Council 

meeting in June. Governance, Ethics 
and Pastoral Committee Chair, Jim 
Lucas, noted that an updated policy 
and a new policy will be presented to 
the National Council at the upcom-
ing June meeting. At that time there 
will also be an update on the replace-
ment for the Director of Operations.

The National Council approved 
the reappointment of MaryAnn Hal-
crow to the Amendment Committee 
for another three-year term.

The Secretary of the National 
Council then announced the ballot 
results for the 2023-2024 Strategic 
Plan, Operations Plan and Budget. 
All were approved by the National 
Conference.

Anthony Wasilkoff then provid-
ed an update on the upcoming Min-
isterial Conference to immediately 
follow the June 2023 National Coun-
cil meetings.

The meeting concluded follow-
ing the closing prayer.   

March National Council Meeting
By Edwin van Pelt
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A leadership workshop was 
held via Zoom on Sunday, March 
12. Pastors of congregations in 
Ontario, Quebec and Newfound-
land invited individuals from their 
congregations to attend. These 
pastors, along with two pastors 
from the west were online along 
with the invitees. 

Randy Stiver started the morn-
ing session at 10:00 by covering a 
series of common doctrinal chal-
lenges such as the Hebrew calen-
dar, new moons, eating out on the 
Sabbath and sacred names. It was a 
jam-packed presentation.

“The Stuff of Leadership” was 
the title of Gary Antion’s morning 
presentation. He gave five import-
ant leadership qualities using a 
model from Exodus 18 where Mo-
ses was given instructions on the 
qualities to look for when appoint-
ing leaders.

Following a lunch break, Ran-
dy Stiver finished his presentation 
on doctrinal challenges.  He then 
went on to cover the subject of 

“Successfully Contending for the 
Faith Once Delivered.” 

Mr. Stiver emphasized that 
those who speak need to be aware 
of false doctrines. Understanding 
the basic doctrines of the church 
is crucial to warn people away 
from falsehood. He urged anyone 
in leadership to be aware of any 
problem and discuss them with 
their pastor. Mr. Stiver said that, 
in most cases, those who say they 
won’t talk about doctrinal differ-
ences unless someone asks them 
are really saying they are waiting 
for someone to ask. There was a 
follow-up caution to be careful 
about who is allowed to speak in a 
congregation.

The final presentation of the 
day was by Gary Antion who pre-
sented “To Become a Leader.” He 
emphasized the need to know the 
Way and then live the Way before 
you can show others the Way. He 
quoted a number of Scriptures 
to demonstrate these points. Mr. 
Antion asked, “What will God do 
when the Millennium comes?” 
People will need time to heal. The 
plagues will have been difficult. 
The world won’t be happy. Resis-
tance will have to be broken down 
and we will need to be teaching ef-
fectively.

The last section of the day was 
reserved for questions and com-
ments. A question was asked about 
when the Jews moved to keeping 
the Passover on the 15th instead 
of the 14th. Mr. Antion gave an 
involved explanation. Bottom line 
is that the 14th is when Christ was 

killed. We observe the Passover in 
the evening following Christ’s ex-
ample.

Randy Stiver added that tradi-
tional Judaism agrees that there 
were two separate services or 
meals – Passover and Night to be 
Much Remembered. They seem to 
have combined the two ceremonies 
into one during the time of the ex-
ile – probably for expediency.

There were also questions and 
discussion about how to prove that 
we are allowed to eat animal f lesh 
and that Christ was not a created 
being.

While studying some of the 
topics covered can be a bit tedious, 
the presenters kept their presen-
tations lively and were more than 
happy to answer questions. 

In years past, these workshops 
were held in person at the Nation-
al Office. Holding them by Zoom 
meant that more people could be 
included in the invitation. We 
greatly appreciate the time and ef-
fort that Mr. Antion and Mr. Stiver 
put into their presentations. 

Leadership Workshop
United News Canada

Randy & Linda Stiver
Photo by UCGIA

Gary & Barbara Antion
Photo by UCGIA
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On the First Day of Unleav-
ened Bread in 2023, the Cal-
gary congregation witnessed 
the ordination of two long-time 
members. Patty Whyte was or-
dained a deaconess and Rob Sto-
laryk was ordained a deacon. 
Both have been faithful ly serv-
ing the church for several years. 
Patty and her husband Mike 
serve in the Calgary congrega-
tion and Rob Stolaryk mainly 
serves in the Red Deer congre-
gation, though he has served the 
churches in Edmonton, Calgary 
and southern British Columbia.

Patty Whyte, a native of Swif t 
Current, Saskatchewan, f irst 
learned some of the teachings of 
the church from her then future 
husband Mike Whyte in the ear-
ly 1970s. Mike had discovered 
the Worldwide Church of God in 
1969 and started keeping the Sev-
enth Day Sabbath. Patty noticed 
Mike was not around their group 
of friends from school days on 
Friday evenings and Saturdays 

and inquired as to why. Mike ex-
plained that he had learned from 
reading church literature and 
listening to the broadcasts that 
the Sabbath was from sunset Fri-
day to sunset Saturday and felt 
God’s strong urging to comply 
with it. 

Patty soon realized that she 
was a lso experiencing the early 
stages of being cal led into God’s 
church and began observing the 
Sabbath. In 1974 they both en-
rol led in Ambassador College in 
Pasadena, California,  and grad-
uated in 1976. They then went 
on to take university degrees in 
Ontario at Waterloo and Wilfred 
Laurier Universities. By 1984 
they had sett led in Calgary and 
were attending the south Cal-
gary congregation. Today Mike 
and Patty have four children and 
eight grandchildren! Life has 
proven a rich blessing for them 
in God’s gif t of their children 
and grandchildren, and most 
importantly learning God’s true 
way of l ife. 

Rob Stolaryk was born into 
the Worldwide Church of God in 
the Shuswap Lake region of Brit-
ish Columbia near Salmon Arm 
in 1983. Rob is a third generation 
Christian. He grew up in British 
Columbia before moving to Red 
Deer, Alberta, with his family 
when he was a teenager. Rob’s 
father was a f inishing carpen-
ter and Rob learned the trade, 
as well as the contracting side of 
the business, from his Dad. He 
continues in f inishing carpen-
try to this day and enjoys it very 

much, gaining satisfaction from 
working with his hands and 
completing his various projects. 

Rob has served various con-
gregations of the church and you 
never quite know where he is go-
ing to show up! His services are 
in demand and he is of ten found 
delivering the sermonette any-
where among the above listed 
churches. Rob has a lso endured 
his fair share of l ife’s ups and 
downs, but he keeps putting one 
foot in front of the other like the 
good soldier for Christ the apos-
t le Paul urged us to be. 

Both Rob and Patty know that 
it is only through many tribula-
tions that we enter the kingdom 
of God and they have proven 
faithful servants over the de-
cades. Everyone in the Calgary 
congregation knows of their ser-
vice and was very happy to see 
them ordained. We al l look for-
ward to them being among us, 
and with us, in this journey for a 
long time to come.  

Alberta Ordinations
By Todd Sauve

Patty Whyte
Photo by Heidi Poffenroth

Rob Stolaryk
Photo by Heidi Poffenroth
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Camp Wildrose

Registration for Camp Wil-
drose, located in Alberta, is now 
open. If you are interested in at-
tending, please visit the online 
infomation page (https://www.
ucgedmonton.org/camp/campDe-
tails.jsp). This year’s camp dates 
are July 13-17.

UNC

100th Birthday

Mickey Schienle was born on 
a Mennonite farming communi-
ty in Saskatchewan on March 30, 
1923.  She comes from a long line 
of Centenarians, her uncle being 
107 and her father 100.

Young Mickey worked during 
World War II at Victory Aircraft, 
on the “Lancaster Bombers” as a 
Riveter.  She would rivet the mate-
rials into the noses and fuselages 
of the planes.

She also worked in the Am-
munition Factory, loading shells 
with TNT and Gun Powder for the 
bombers. After six months in the 
factory, she went on to get a Ca-
nadian Hairdressing License and 
began practicing in Toronto. 

In 1960, she moved to Los An-
geles where she obtained her U.S. 
Hairdressing License and bought 
two hair salons, one in West Los 
Angeles and the second in Santa 
Monica. Both were named, “Mick-
ey’s House of Beauty.”  

In 1962 Mickey married Jim 
Petro, an Engineer for “Air Re-
search” in Los Angeles.  Jim drew 

up all the specs for NASA’S LEM 
(Lunar Pod) for the Moon Mis-
sion. Jim passed away in 1976.

Mickey Schienle
Photo provided by Joye Dillmore

In 1979 she married Larry 
Schienle, owner of an Auto Re-
pair Shop in Santa Monica. Three 
months later, both Mickey and 
Larry decided to sell their busi-
nesses and retire in Kelowna, B.C.  
Sadly Larry passed away in 1997.

Mickey was baptized in 2016 
by Pastor Michael Erickson. Mick-
ey remains a member of UCG in 
Kelowna today.  

Many more happy years to our 
“Centenarian” Mickey Schienle, 
from the members and friends at 
UCG!

Joye Dillmore

Vancouver NTBMO

On April 5, several Vancou-
ver area brethren had a wonderful 
opportunity for fellowship. It was 
the Night to Be Much Observed, 
commemorating the night Isra-

el came out of Egypt. We, as the 
New Testament Israel of God are 
blessed to celebrate God’s calling 
us out of sin and Christ’s sacrifice, 
which made that possible.

We had a very pleasant and 
fun evening. Fellowship began 
with some hymns played on the 
piano and good conversation. 
This was followed by a delicious 
potluck meal, featuring a variety 
of dishes both hot and cold - God 
has blessed us greatly. We can be 
so thankful! 

After food and fellowship, we 
played a Bible knowledge game 
called 20 Questions. It was great 
fun!!  The game sharpened our 
knowledge of the word of God us-
ing Bible characters as a theme. 
One person stood at the front, 
and others who had the answer 
helped provide clues to the guess-
er’s questions. We encouraged one 
another enthusiastically! A word 
association game was also played, 
again using Bible- based char-
acters. The entire evening was a 
great success with memorable fel-
lowship!! Time flew by and soon 
we realized we had to depart to 
get ready for the First Day of Un-
leavened Bread the next morning. 

Vancouver NTBMO Gathering
Photo provided by Ralph Cortes

News From Across Canada
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Thanks goes to Alex and Mar-
lina Escasinas for hosting this 
wonderful evening in their beau-
tiful  home! Thanks to all who 
attended. We had a great start to 
another year, in our walk of faith 
to God and His plan of salvation.  

 Thank God for His manifold 
blessings!

Dale Craniford

Hamilton NTBMO

Brethren from Hamilton and 
Toronto gathered at our new hall 
to enjoy a potluck meal for the 
Night to Be Much Observed.

Decorations were specially se-
lected to enhance the mood and 
meaning of the occasion. A wide ar-
ray of dishes were lovingly prepared, 
including delectable desserts.

Hamilton Brethren at NTBMO 
Photo provided by Paul Wasilkoff

After our meal, a custom-made 
“Plagues & Snakes & Ladders” 
game was played in the ajoining 
room. Special confections were 
included as part of the game.

We very much appreciate the 
work invested into the success of 
the evening and look forward to 
similar occasions in the future.

Paul Wasilkoff

Surrey Social

On January 28, 2023, the Sur-
rey congregation enjoyed an extra 
special Sabbath. 

Both Vancouver area pastors, 
Wayne Ward and David Palmer, 
were in attendance and gave en-
couraging messages. A potluck 
and fellowship followed services. 
Afterwards we had opportuni-
ty for a Bible trivia game. It was 
both fun and challenging. Ques-
tions were true or false, fill in the 
blank, a direct question, or multi-
ple choice and covered a wide va-
riety of biblical topics. 

Bible Trivia Players
Photo provided by Wayne Ward

Everyone got a score card, and 
competed against themselves! 
It was good to both learn and to 
check our understanding on a va-
riety of Bible topics. After sun-
set, ten brave souls went 5-pin 
bowling at a nearby venue, rolling 
right along on this special day.  It 
was fun!

As God’s Word tells us, it is 
good and pleasant for brethren to 
dwell together in unity (Psalms 
133:1). This can apply to whatever 
activity we enjoy. 

Thanks go to all for making 
the January 28 Sabbath extra spe-
cial. A good time was had by all. It 

helped brighten up the winter sea-
son! We look forward to the next 
opportunity for extra fellowship 
and fun!

Dale Craniford

Joyce Greba Obituary

Joyce Greba was born on Au-
gust 21, 1932, in Winnipeg, Man-
itoba, to Dmytro and Bessie Kor-
man. Her father worked for the 
CNR and the family moved sev-
eral times. She eventually went to 
teachers college in Saskatoon and 
taught for three years before at-
tending St. Paul’s School of Nurs-
ing in Saskatoon. After two years 
of further schooling and work-
ing with sick children, she deter-
mined to go back to her first love 
of teaching.

Joyce Greba
Photo provided by Rainer Salomaa

Vancouver Brethren Bowling
Photo provided by Wayne Ward
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In 1958, she married Adam 
Greba and they farmed on the 
family homestead near Endeav-
our, Saskatchewan, during which 
time Joyce also taught at the lo-
cal school. The Grebas were very 
involved in the Church and were 
baptized in the early 1970s. 

Mrs. Greba loved visiting with 
friends of which there were many. 
She had a wide range of hobbies 
including: reading, crocheting, 
music, baking, gardening, writing 
poems, playing cards and games. 
She enjoyed many Feast trips with 
family.

She was predeceased by Adam 
(1987) and her granddaughter, 
Quinn Greba. She is survived by 
daughter Colleen (David) Hofer; 
son Russell (Teresa) Greba; sever-
al grandchildren and great-grand-
children. She will be buried beside 
her husband and granddaughter 
in the Endeavour, Saskatchewan 
district. A service for her will be 
held later in June 2023.

Lloyd Teetaert

Joseph Hofer Obituary

Joseph Hofer was born on a 
Hutterite colony near Eli, Man-
itoba, on July 18, 1930, to Zach-
arias and Maria Hofer. He died 
on February 15, 2023. Mr. Hofer 
is survived by eight children, 
16 grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren.  One daugh-
ter predeceased him. 

Joseph moved to Regina in 
the 1960s and began work as a 
mechanic. He was baptized in 
1965. 

His hobbies included tinkering 
with vehicles, hunting and hav-

ing a good time with his friends, 
many of whom kindly referred 
to him as “Old Joe.” During the 
last two years of his life he lived 
in an Extendicare facility. He will 
be greatly missed by the Regina 
congregation. His funeral was on 
April 21.

Lloyd Teetaert

Irene Holowach Obituary

Irene Holowach was born on 
November 21, 1929, in Moncton, 
New Brunswick, and died in Sas-
katoon with family by her side on 
February 19, 2023, at the age of 93 
years.

She lived in Montreal and Cal-
gary as a child and later in Van-
couver as a young adult.

Irene was never one to sit 
around. She worked two jobs and 
still found energy in the evening 
to roller skate.

Irene met her husband, John, 
in 1952 in Vancouver. The two 
of them were adventurous try-
ing and owning many businesses. 
They were store keepers, building 

contractors, ran a post office, had 
a logging company, were motel 
owners and even had a laundro-
mat. There was nothing those two 
couldn’t tackle—never a dull mo-
ment.

They then decided to try farm-
ing. First it was raising cattle along 
with tireless hours of planting and 
reaping an acre-sized garden to 
feed themselves and their three 
children, Carl, Terry and Shirley 
Anne.

Enough of cattle—it was time 
to try sheep farming. This is 
where Irene discovered wool. She 
was obsessed with the prospect 
of wool. She sheared the sheep, 
carded the wool and spun it into 
yarn. She self-taught herself to 
knit and with that new talent she 
knitted mitts, toques, scarves, 
blankets, sweaters and slippers 
for everyone. She was still knit-
ting right up to the end of her 
life.

Irene Holowach
Photo provided by Lorrie Reichert

She began to show her wares at 
county fairs amongst other plac-
es, taking many awards for her 
work. She also took up crochet-
ing, needle point, embroidery and 

Joseph Hofer
Photo provided by Lloyd Teetaert
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sewing -- all self-taught. There 
wasn’t an art or craft she didn’t 
want to try. Irene also loved do-
ing puzzles and playing cards es-
pecially cribbage. She was known 
as the “GiGi” champion and nev-
er missed the opportunity to hear 
or tell a joke.

Irene and John’s spiritual walk 
began in the late 1970’s and they 
were very devoted church mem-
bers to the very end. They were 
living examples of the attributes 
a Christian should be growing in.

Irene was a very compassion-
ate, understanding and giving 
person. If she had something, she 
shared it with all. She truly was 
short and sweet and will be sadly 
missed but very fondly remem-
bered.

As her life was slipping away 
her friend said, “remember sister 
– the best is yet to come!”

Lorrie Reichert

George Rands Obituary

George Rands of Kelowna, 
British Columbia, died at the age 

of 78.  He was born in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.  George is survived by 
his wife, Tuula, five children, two 
step-children, numerous grand-
children and one sister.  He was 
predeceased by his brothers, Earl 
and Mervin.

George lived most of his life 
in Western Canada and a number 
of years in the United States.  He 
was a long-time member serving 
in the United Church of God in 
the Okanagan.

Tuula Rands

Peter Stopyn Obituary

Peter Stopyn was born on July 
17, 1935, in Ituna, Saskatchewan, 
where he spent his childhood on 
the farm with his four siblings 
learning about God from his par-
ents. In early adulthood, he moved 
to Hamilton, Ontario, where he 
would meet his future wife, Jac-
queline, and together build a life. 
Along with his two brothers and 
Jacqueline, he learned about the 
Sabbath and God’s way of life and 
was baptized into God’s church.  

Peter was a devoted family 
man and was an adored husband 
to Jacqueline Stopyn, married 
for 33 years and intertwined for 
50 years. They had one daughter, 
Rhonda Stopyn who will eternal-
ly love and cherish her father who 
was affectionately called Paps by 
her. Peter had an infectious smile 
and laugh and was always ready 
for a discussion on any topic. 

Peter was a strong man of 
faith who relied on God for ev-
erything in his life. He would of-
ten be found praying in English 
and Ukrainian and would quote 
Scripture in his daily life. A few 

favourites were: Isaiah 40:31, 
Matthew 18:20 and Psalm 103. 
Peter attended the Hamilton con-
gregation with his wife, daughter 
and brother William Stopyn. 

Peter Stopyn
Photo provided by the Stopyn Family

Peter spent his life caring for 
his entire family and upheld that 
duty faithfully even when his 
health began failing. He died on 
October 4, 2022, in peace and 
comfort with his wife and daugh-
ter holding his hands. 

He is predeceased by his sister 
Evelyn Danyliw (2011), broth-
ers Matthew Stopyn (1997) and 
William Stopyn (2022). He is 
survived by his wife, Jacqueline 
Stopyn and daughter, Rhonda 
Stopyn who eagerly wait for the 
Resurrection to see their dear Pe-
ter again. Special thanks to the 
entire church family for their 
countless prayers and support. 

Interment was held at Resur-
rection Cemetery in Ancaster, 
Ontario. 

Rhonda Stopyn
George Rands

Photo provided by Tuula Rands
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There came a time in the minis-
try of Jesus Christ when His disci-
ples asked a very poignant question. 
“Then they said to Him, ‘What shall 
we do, that we may work the works 
of God?’ Jesus answered and said to 
them, ‘this is the work of God, that 
you believe in Him whom He sent’” 
(John 6:28-29).

What exactly did Jesus mean 
when He said, “Believe on him 
whom He sent.” Did He mean that 
the only work required by a disciple 
is to have a simple form of belief? 
“Believe on the Lord and be saved” is 
a common phrase among hundreds 
of fundamentalist churches in the 
world of Christian theology. But is 
that what our Saviour meant? When 
we examine His reply we realize the 
question asked was “what shall we 
DO?” Jesus’ answer seems to invoke 
more than some spiritual feeling of 
the heart. 

Was not one of the very last in-
structions given to His disciples to 
“teach all nations?” Did He not tell 
Peter “Feed My sheep”? Jesus Christ 
built His church, a church the gates 
of hell could never prevail against. A 
church that would never die. Notice 
Jesus’ own words, “Most assuredly, 
I say to you, he who believes in Me, 
the works that I do he will do also; 
and greater works than these he will 
do, because I go to My Father” (John 
14:12). What work? Why preach the 
gospel as a witness? What is God’s 
work all about? What is the one word 
that best describes the work of God?

Financial institutions advertise 
savings plans and various methods of 
securing one’s future. But the greatest 
savings plan on the face of the earth 
is God’s work. It is for this purpose 
we preach the gospel as a witness, as 
a warning. It is more than lifting our 

voice like a trumpet. It is more than a 
voice crying in the wilderness. Banks 
save money. Unions try to save jobs. 
Doctors try to save lives. God wants 
to save the world! Salvation is at the 
very heart and core of the work of 
God (John 12:47, Luke 19:10, John 
3:17). Scripture states unequivocally 
that God gave His only begotten Son 
so that the world through Him might 
be saved! 

It is very evident in New Testa-
ment writings that the apostle Paul, 
believed with every fibre of his be-
ing, that his work, how he handled 
a situation, how he took care of the 
churches, and how he dealt with 
people made a dramatic difference 
to those people’s lives. It is obvious 
in his letters that Paul believed de-
cisions he made regarding how he 
conducted his life, the number of 
hours he worked, his dedication, the 
sacrifices he made and the policies 
he pursued would have an effect on 
the number of people who might 
eventually be saved. 

Can we make a difference 
in someone’s life? Paul certainly 
thought he could (1 Corinthians 
9:18-22). Paul dealt with individuals 
from their perspective. Notice the 
admonition in one of Paul’s letters to 
Timothy, a man that Paul loved like 

a son, “Take heed to yourself and 
to the doctrine. Continue in them, 
for in doing this you will save both 
yourself and those who hear you” (1 
Timothy 4:16).

Consider the remarkable impli-
cations in these Scriptures. “The 
work of God” includes preaching 
the gospel and proclaiming biblical 
truth. It includes a prophetic mes-
sage, teaching people to observe all 
things that God has commanded, 
making disciples, baptizing peo-
ple, taking care of people, reach-
ing out into their lives, crying with 
those that cry, laughing with those 
that laugh, creating a community, 
a family and in the process of that 
work, we as agents of God can in-
fluence the potential salvation of an 
individual.

Paul made no apologies. He knew 
the decisions he made, his polices, 
his procedures and the way in which 
he went about doing things made a 
difference in the lives of people. Peo-
ple lived and died based upon the 
decisions of the apostle Paul. The 
truth is many people died painful 
deaths, because Paul was so diligent 
in doing God’s work, that those peo-
ple were deeply converted, baptized 
into a heartfelt faith in Jesus Christ, 
and were willing to suffer persecu-
tion even to the point of death. 

God’s work is a saving work! One 
of the great mysteries of Scripture, 
an underlying theme is that God is 
ultimately going to save this world. 
And He is going to use human be-
ings called to His truth to help Him 
do it. From ancient times when God 
called a man named Abraham, to 
the saving of his people from slav-
ery in Egypt by the hand of Moses, 
and from Old Testament prophets 
to the New Testament apostles God 

By David Palmer

See “Work” on page 9.

A Saving Work
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