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In Acts 1:14 we learn that the  
apostles returned to Jerusalem and 
entered the upper room where they 
continued with one accord in prayer 
and supplication with the women 
who were there and also with Christ’s 
mother and with His brothers.

According to the Nelson Study Bi-
ble, the term “one accord” is made 
up of two words that mean “same” 
and “mind”. The phrase “with one 
accord” is describing a group of peo-
ple who are thinking and behaving 
in a like-minded way. This does not 
mean that these individuals had be-
come robotic or regimented and so 
were thinking about everything 
in the same way at all times. The 
phrase describes the early church 
membership as having the capacity 
to set aside personal views, focus on 
their calling as members of the new-
ly formed church and do so for the 
greater good.

In John 13, Jesus instructed His 
followers to love one another and 
that doing so visibly would be proof 
to unbelievers that they were really 
and truly Christ’s disciples. Proof of 
discipleship wasn’t identified as doc-
trinal purity or prophetic superiority 
or even a plethora of divine healings. 

In John 17, we are told that some-
thing in addition to brotherly love is 
supposed to make an impact on the 
world at large. In verse 21, we find 

that Jesus prayed, “that they all may 
be one, as You, Father are in Me, and 
I in You; that they also may be one in 
Us, that the world may believe that 
You sent me.”

This is repeated in verse 23, “I in 
them and You in Me, that they may 
be made perfect in one, and that the 
world may know that You have sent 
Me, and have loved them as You have 
loved Me.” Modelling unity is not an 
option. It is a requirement. Unity in 
the Christian environment is sup-
posed to be observable by the world 
and when it is, an impact is made to 
confirm that Christianity is genuine.

Unity is a work of the Spirit. Di-
vision is a work of the f lesh. For 
Christians to come together is not 
easy, and it is not natural. To have 
splits and divisions is what is natu-
ral and this happens all too often. To 

seek one another out and to come to-
gether is rare but it does happen and 
when it does it is beautiful to behold.

The term “with one accord” ap-
pears 11 times in the book of Acts to 
describe the operation of the early 
New Testament church! What a won-
derful testimony to how early Chris-
tians conducted themselves.

In the context of the Feast of Pen-
tecost, we read in Act 2:1, “When 
the Day of Pentecost had fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one 
place.” This magnificent chapter con-
cludes similarly with the following 
remarkable description preserved for 
us in verse 40, “So continuing dai-
ly with one accord in the temple and 
breaking bread from house to house, 
they ate their food with gladness and 
simplicity of heart.”

Christian love and unity are pre-
scribed by our Saviour to model and 
experience every Sabbath Day and 
Holy Day including the Feast of Pen-
tecost as evidenced in the book of 
Acts! 

By Anthony Wasilkoff 
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Did you know that if you do an 
Internet search, you can find 52 
Bible verses about honouring your 
father and mother? Some vers-
es are referring to what happens 
if you do not honour them, while 
others are referring to honouring 
the aged. Most, however, have to 
do with honouring parents.

Recently we observed a nation-
al holiday – Mother’s Day. Soon 
we will be observing Father’s Day. 
These are two nationally recog-
nized holidays that directly relate 
to the fifth commandment that 
directs us to honour our parents. 
While honouring a parent one day 
a year is not sufficient to fulfill the 
commandment, it at least is a good 
reminder. 

My Dad liked to tease and would 
often “complain” on Mother’s Day 
when our Mom received cards and 
gifts but he didn’t get anything! 
Sometimes we would spoof him by 
giving him a Mother’s Day card. 
Then he became a bit embarrassed 
since his joke backfired.

When I was a child, my parents 
did not make a big deal out of cel-
ebrating Mother’s Day or Father’s 

Day. It was only as my siblings 
and I became adults that we made 
a greater effort to honour them 
at these times. This year it has 
been four years since I have had 
an opportunity to honour a par-
ent during one of these holidays. I 
miss that a lot!

My parents’ anniversary was 
in early May.  Eventually, the fam-
ily decided that rather than giv-
ing a gift for their anniversary 
and something small for Mom on 
Mother’s Day and something small 
for Dad on Father’s Day, we would 
combine all three events. We all 
pooled resources to get a bigger 
gift for their anniversary. That 
turned out to be a good decision 
because they received items they 
really needed but could not afford 
to buy themselves. They were al-
ways surprised and astounded by 
the gifts they received. It became 
a wonderful tradition in our fam-
ily and meaningful way to honour 
them. Along with the gift they 
received a card signed by each of 
their children and grandchildren.

Though I can no longer pur-
chase a card and a gift for them, 
I still honour both my Mom and 

Dad. I honour the memories I have, 
the many lessons they taught and 
the legacy they have left behind.

As various family events hap-
pen, my sisters and I often remark 
how pleased our parents would be 
to see their children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren do-
ing well. At the same time, when 
negative things happen in the 
world or in the family, we remark 
how thankful we are that they 
no longer have to experience any 
hardships or sadness. 

Perhaps one of the greatest 
lessons I have learned is that no 
matter how much we honour indi-
viduals while they are alive, when 
they are gone we see areas where 
we could have done better. We can 
either regret the past or move on 
and apply the lesson to what we are 
doing today. Another lesson I have 
learned is the importance of ask-
ing questions about their youth, 
about family history and the les-
sons they learned. I actually tried 
to do that while they were still 
alive, but there is so much more I 
wish I had asked and learned.

Honour your parents while you 
still have them! 
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The book of Acts begins 
with about 120 disciples of Jesus 
Christ waiting during the inter-
val between the Passover season 
and the Feast of Pentecost. They 
were fol lowing Christ ’s instruc-
tions found in Acts 1:4-8. “He 
commanded them not to de-
part from Jerusalem, but to wait 
for the Promise of the Father, 
‘which,’ He said, ‘you have heard 
from Me; for John truly baptized 
with water, but you shal l be bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now... But you 
shal l receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shal l be witnesses to Me 
in Jerusalem, and in a l l Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.’”

The Passover had taken place 
in A.D. 31 Christ had made His 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem 
close to the time the Passover 
lamb was to be chosen (John 
12:12-15; Exodus 12:2-3). He in-
troduced bread and wine during 
the Passover meal and washed 
the disciples’ feet. Later, He suf-
fered horribly, poignant-
ly demonstrating how 
our sins bring suffering.

On the Sunday morn-
ing af ter his Wednesday 
crucif ixion, He was ap-
proached by Mary Mag-
dalene, but would not 
a l low her to touch Him 
because He had not yet 
ascended to the Father 
(John 20:17). Why? It 
is because He was the 
wave-sheaf offering, pic-
tured in Leviticus 23:10-

11. This was a “sheaf of the f irst-
fruits” that was offered to God. 
The early harvest season in Pal-
estine began with it being waved 
before the Lord on the Sunday 
morning, fol lowing the Passover 
during the Days of Unleavened 
Bread. Before Christ could be 
touched, He had to be accepted 
of the Father. Later that day, af-
ter appearing before His Father 
and then returning, He did a l-
low certain women to touch Him 
(Matthew 28:9).

The disciples were told to 
wait. They did. They gathered 
together, f if ty days af ter the 
Sunday appearances of Jesus 
Christ, to keep the next festival 
(Leviticus 23:9-22) – the Feast of 
Harvest (Exodus 23:16), which 
is a lso cal led the Feast of Weeks 
(Exodus 34:22), or in Greek, the 
Feast of Pentecost, which means 
“ f if t ieth.” 

Acts 2:1 records that, “When 
the Day of Pentecost had ful ly 
come, they were a l l with one ac-
cord in one place.” On that day, 
a remarkable event took place. 

God poured out His Holy Spirit 
on the assembled international 
group and used miracles of hear-
ing and speaking in various lan-
guages to communicate to that 
start led group of believers.

That Pentecost in A.D. 31  
marked the beginning of the ear-
ly New Testament church. Thou-
sands of years earlier, possibly 
on another Pentecost, God had 
given Israel the Ten Command-
ments from Mount Sinai using 
similar types of attention-get-
ting methods. 

Now He had given mankind 
the ability to become godly in 
thoughts, attitudes and actions 
through the precious gif t of the 
Holy Spirit, given to the embryo 
of the New Testament church.

The disciples had kept the 
seven days of unleavened bread. 
They had kept these days with-
out possessing the Holy Spirit, a 
lesson being that God expects us 
to be wil ling to put sin out of our 
lives on our own efforts. Man-
kind has needed to put sin out 

for 7,000 years, but has 
not general ly done so. 
Peter declared that any-
one who has been cal led, 
repents and is baptized 
can receive the precious 
gif t of God’s Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2:38-39). Through 
that gif t, God helps us, 
but only af ter we f irst 
begin the process of re-
moving sin out of our 
lives.

The harvest of spir-

By Rainer Salomaa
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Pentecost pictures a small harvest of fi rstfruits
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His disciples “It is the Spirit that 
gives life; the flesh profits noth-
ing. The words that I speak to you 
are spirit, and they are life” (John 
6:63).

God’s wonderful gift of the 
Holy Spirit is also our source of 
wisdom and knowledge. Recall 
the promise Jesus made to His 
disciples (John 14:26. John 16:13). 
But that same promise is given to 
those whom God has called even 
today, “But as it is written: ‘Eye has 
not seen, nor ear heard, nor have 
entered into the heart of man the 
things which God has prepared 
for those who love Him.’ But God 
has revealed them to us through 

His Spirit. For the Spirit search-
es all things, yes, the deep things 
(mysteries) of God” (1 Corinthi-
ans 2:9-10).

It is with the guidance of God’s 
Holy Spirit that we build Godly 
character, character the Scripture 
calls, the fruit of the spirit (Gala-
tians 5:22-25).

Jesus tells us, in parable, that 
when we find the pearl of great 
price we should be willing to give 
up all that we have to purchase that 
one precious possession, meaning 
a change is needed in the way we 
think and act. We no longer fol-
low the ways of this world. “For if 
you live according to the flesh you 

will die; but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds of the body, 
you will live. For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, these are 
children of God. The Spirit itself 
bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God” (Romans 
8:13-14,16).

Our ultimate goal is to attain 
resurrection in the Kingdom of 
God, and the down payment that 
gives us the opportunity to inher-
it that Kingdom is God’s precious 
gift of the Holy Spirit. It’s what 
Peter told his audience on the Day 
of Pentecost, repent, be baptized 
and receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 2:38). It is a gift that 
leads to eternal life in the King-
dom of God. 

“Gift ” from page 16.

itual fruit began with God’s 
cal ling of a small elect from the 
time of righteous Abel. That 
harvest accelerated on the day of 
Pentecost and continues to this 
day, ultimately culminating in a 
spiritual resurrection from the 
dead at Christ ’s second coming. 
Scriptures describe those cal led 
out ones as f irstfruits. The im-
plication is that other fruit wil l 
be harvested later. 

James wrote about converted 
Christians saying, “Of His own 
wil l He brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we might be 
a kind of f irstfruits of His crea-
tures” (James 1:18). Paul referred 
to brethren as those “who have 
the f irstfruits of the Spirit” (Ro-
mans 8:23) and al luded to sever-
al f irst-century Christians as the 
f irstfruits of God’s cal ling (Ro-
mans 16:5; 1 Corinthians 16:15). 
Christ is cal led the “ f irstborn of 
many brethren” in Romans 8:29 
and “the f irstfruits of those who 

have fa l len asleep” in 1 Corin-
thians 15:20. He is the “ f irstborn 
over a l l creation” and “f irstborn 
from the dead” (Colossians 1:15, 
18). 

All of this is closely l inked 
to the Feast of Firstfruits. Jesus 
Christ instructed His church to 
go forth and harvest, preaching 
the gospel, baptizing and teach-
ing believers to observe a l l things 
that He commanded (Matthew 
28:19-20). The church that wil l 
be the harvest is a lso used to do 
a part of the harvesting. 

God wil l have used seven dif-
ferent periods of harvesting, as 
represented by the seven candle-
sticks in Revelation 1:12-13, 20. 
The work of the church must be 
complete before Christ returns. 
He wil l marry His bride, who 
wil l have made herself ready 
(Revelation 19:7-8).

An Old Testament paral lel 

is found in the book of Ruth, 
where Boaz and Ruth culminate 
a union during the early bar-
ley harvest. A virtuous Genti le 
woman is graf ted into an Israel-
ite household, becoming a part 
of the genealogy of the Messiah. 
Gleaning instructions are even 
given in the section of scripture 
having to do with the Feast of 
Firstfruits (Leviticus 23: 22).

God is logical. He is orga-
nized. He has a plan. The blue-
print of His plan can be found 
in the meaning of His festivals. 
The Feast of Pentecost is so rich 
with meaning – how He is cal l-
ing a small f irstfruits, how He 
provides the gif t of His precious 
Holy Spirit, how ultimately He 
wil l pour out His Holy Spirit 
upon “al l f lesh” (Joel 2:28-29; 
Acts 2:14-17).

But that is another, larger 
harvest and it is for the fa l l fes-
tivals.
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I want to start by asking a 
question to provoke thought. 
How do you feel about the Sab-
bath, the Lord of the Sabbath, 
His Kingdom, and His laws? 
Rather than the Sabbath being 
merely a forecast of Christ rul-
ing people in the future, it is 
a specia l l ink that you have to 
those things right now. How you 
observe the Sabbath speaks vol-
umes about how you feel about 
the source of the Sabbath, about 
the Kingdom of Heaven and His 
laws. 

Consequent ly, God is of fend-
ed by those who feel restrict-
ed by it and say, “When wil l 
the New Moon be past, that we 
may sel l grain? And the Sab-
bath, that we may trade wheat?” 
(Amos 8:5). With the coming of 
each Sabbath, we should consid-
er our association with it! God 
certainly does. 

In Mark 2:27, Christ said that 
we weren’t made for the Sab-
bath, but that the Sabbath was 
made for us. But why did God 
make the Sabbath for us? He 
made it so that we come togeth-
er to worship and honour Him; 
so that He can guide and direct 
our l ives and teach us His ways. 
Exodus 31:16-17 reads, “There-
fore the chi ldren of Israel shal l 
keep the Sabbath, to observe the 
Sabbath throughout their gener-
ations as a perpetual covenant. 

It is a sign between Me and 
the chi ldren of Israel forever; 
for in six days the Lord made 

the heavens and the earth, and 
on the seventh day He rested 
and was refreshed.” Notice that 
Israel was to “observe,” meaning 
to celebrate, keep, or adhere to 
in practice. It is to be “a perpet-
ual covenant,” an agreement or 
contract between God and man. 
Furthermore, it is to be a sign, 
a crit ica l ly important sign. We 
see from Exodus 31 that the Sab-
bath is an identify ing sign. 

The correct observance of 
the Sabbath identif ies people, 
not agreements. And so, the 
Sabbath day is a very import-
ant day and our observance is 
a sign between us and our Cre-
ator—identify ing us as God ’s 
very own people. As we worship, 
honour, and serve Him on this 
day, and as we grow in our un-
derstanding of the Sabbath; that 
observance and understanding 
has a deep and profound impact 

on our l ives. 

So an important quest ion to 
ask: Is it possible to avoid doing 
something the Bible clearly de-
f ines as being sinful on the Sab-
bath day and yet st i l l  fai l to ful-
f i l l  the Sabbath commandment? 
The short answer is yes! I would 
l ike us a l l to careful ly consider 
that quest ion and answer as we 
look a l it t le more closely at the 
Sabbath commandment and see 
what we might be overlooking. 

Exodus 20:8-11 says: “Re-
member the Sabbath day, to keep 
it holy. Six days you shal l labor 
and do al l your work, but the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
LORD your God. In it you shal l 
do no work: you, nor your son, 
nor your daughter, nor your male 
servant, nor your female servant, 
nor your catt le, nor your strang-
er who is within your gates. For 
in six days the LORD made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea, 
and al l that is in them, and rest-
ed the seventh day. Therefore 
the LORD blessed the Sabbath 
day and hal lowed it.” 

The obvious focus of this pas-
sage is upon remembering the 
Sabbath day and maintaining its 
holiness. Man does not have the 
power to make anything holy, 
only God can make something 
holy. Here we f ind that God has 
clearly hal lowed—made holy—
the Sabbath, and it is our duty 
to see that this God-given holi-
ness is not def i led. This passage 
clearly shows us that doing our 
“work ” on God ’s Sabbath day 

Remember The Sabbath DayRemember The Sabbath Day
By Michael Erickson

Remember to consider  and plan 
our activities throught each week
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would def i le or “profane” its ho-
liness. 

Let us consider this con-
cept of “holy” versus “profane” 
brief ly. Every thing in the Bible 
that is not specif ica l ly labeled 
as “holy” is automatica l ly “pro-
fane” in this sense. When we 
use the word profane today, we 
are referring to something that 
is irreverent, blasphemous, or 
lacking appropriate respect. The 
biblica l usage does not neces-
sari ly include that same nega-
tive emphasis. 

One Hebrew word translated 
profane, chol ,  had an underly ing 
meaning of “exposed.” The root 
word from the Greek, bebelos , 
original ly referred to the thresh-
old of a doorway, and refers to 
something that may be casual-
ly and without consideration, 
stepped upon. By extension, the 
concept refers to something that 
is accessible. Something that is 
profane is accessible to man and 
man then determines how he 
wishes to use it . 

Something that is holy can 
be used legit imately only in 
the way God designates. In this 
sense, six days each week are 
“profane,” and we individual-
ly determine how the t ime wil l 
be used; while one day is “holy” 
and God determines how it is 
to be used. Scripture further 
reveals that when the religious 
leaders fai led to dif ferentiate 
between the holy and profane 
and fai led to teach the people 
that dif ference, the people fel l 
into sin by carelessly misusing 
what God said was holy (Ezekiel 
22:26; 44:23). 

This certainly is not an er-
ror any of us would conscious-
ly want to make. However, we 
should a lso note that the pas-
sage in Exodus does not begin 
by def ining what can and can-
not be done on the Sabbath day. 
It begins by tel l ing us what we 
should do the rest of the week 
so that we are prepared to main-
tain the holiness of the Sabbath 
when it arrives. 

The f irst instruction we are 
given is to “remember the Sab-
bath day.” The word remember 
can have dif ferent meanings. 
In this passage it does not refer 
to “remembering” as opposed 
to “ forgett ing,” which is a dis-
t inction we must consider. This 
term remember refers to hav-
ing a dai ly awareness that the 
Sabbath is coming so that work 
can be planned out and accom-
plished in such a way that we 
have completed our necessary 
work before the Sabbath arrives. 
This involves a l l of our week ly 
(six day) activ ity. If we are to 
properly “remember the Sabbath 
day,” we consider and plan our 
activ it ies throughout the week 
in such a way that we are prop-
erly prepared before the Sabbath 
arrives. 

The Jewish Soncino com-
mentary makes an interest ing 
observation about the instruc-
tion to remember the Sabbath 
day: “The verb is inf init ive and 
so is not l imited in t ime. Al-
ways keep the Sabbath in mind 
during the week, so that i f,  for 
example, you come across a spe-
cia l art icle of food, set it aside 
for the honoring of the Sabbath  
.  .  .  A person should so order his 

af fairs during the week that his 
mind is completely free of them 
on the Sabbath” (The Soncino 
Chumash, page 460). 

Obviously, there is nothing 
wrong with our preparation for 
the week ly Sabbath on a Friday, 
but i f that is the only t ime we 
prepare—the only t ime we re-
member, then we are misunder-
standing the scriptural instruc-
tion. If we neglect preparing 
for the Sabbath unti l Friday, we 
may be exhausted by the t ime 
the Sabbath arrives. For some, 
the Sabbath has become not a 
“rest” day, but a “crash” day—a 
time when they are so worn out 
that they are unable to do much 
more than eat and sleep. Is that 
keeping the Sabbath holy? Is 
that what God intended His holy 
Sabbath day to be? 

While refraining from work 
is essentia l to Sabbath obser-
vance, we a lso understand that 
there is much more to properly 
keeping the Sabbath holy. For 
example, we are told to “ca l l the 
Sabbath a delight” (Isaiah 58:13). 
The Sabbath is not intended to 
be a day that we endure or sim-
ply sleep through, but a day we 
anticipate as the most delightful 
t ime of the week. 

How can this day truly be a 
delight i f a person has not prop-
erly remembered and prepared 
in advance? Wil l it be a delight 
simply because it arrives? Most 
of us can answer that question 
from our own experience. Those 
t imes when we have put forth 
di l igent ef fort to prepare for the 
Sabbath, it was truly delightful. 
On the other hand, those t imes 
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when we have fai led to prepare 
properly, we may have gone 
through the motions of keeping 
the Sabbath, but we could not 
honest ly ca l l it a delight. 

It is encouraging to note that 
God does two specia l things 
each Sabbath day. Did you notice 
them in the passage we quoted 
from Exodus 20? The account of 
the f irst Sabbath day in Genesis 
2:1-3 shows these same actions. 

Notice the last phrase in 
Exodus 20:11: “Therefore the 
LORD blessed the Sabbath day 
and hal lowed it .” God says that 
He both blesses the Sabbath day 
and sets it aside as holy. Just as 
no other day of the week is holy, 
no other day of the week has this 
specia l blessing from God. That 
specia l blessing is not physica l—
we cannot sense it with our f ive 
senses. It is a spiritual blessing. 

Another aspect of the Sab-
bath commandment that can 
be af fected negatively when we 
fai l to remember the Sabbath 
and prepare appropriately is the 
commanded “holy convocation” 
God provides for His people. Le-
vit icus 23:3 says, “Six days shal l 
work be done, but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, 
a holy convocation. You shal l do 
no work on it ;  it is the Sabbath 
of the LORD in a l l your dwel l-
ings.” 

A convocation is an assembly 
ca l led together by authority. It 
is not l ike a group get-together, 
a club meeting, or some socia l 
event. People are summoned to 
a convocation much in the way 
a summons is issued to a court 

of law. A summons is not an in-
vitat ion, it is an order from an 
authority. The fact that this is a 
“holy” convocation shows that 
the authority doing the sum-
moning is none other than God. 
God would certainly want us to 
eagerly assemble before Him and 
with His other chi ldren. Howev-
er, whether we’re eager or not, 
He summons us to appear. 

Other Scriptures show us 
we should not attend in per-
son when we are i l l  with some 
potentia l ly communicable dis-
ease or i l lness. We must a lso 
acknowledge that occasional ly, 
there may be an “ox in the ditch” 
situation that prevents our at-
tendance. Age or other physica l 
circumstances may a lso impact 
our abi l ity to gather together; 
however, we must consider this 
as it is easy to become compla-
cent and thereby profane the 
holy convocation. 

In years past, many made 
considerable sacrif ices to be 
able to attend Sabbath services 
regularly. At t imes we may have 
even been overzealous in our 
ef forts. There may have been 
t imes when we could have been 
more balanced in our approach. 
But, have we now gone to the 
other extreme where seemingly 
triv ia l matters or even personal 
convenience may cause us to ig-
nore God ’s summons? 

It seems that some routinely 
miss services because “I worked 
so hard this week, I was just 
too t ired to come.” Other t imes 
events or personal desires may 
make it inconvenient to assem-
ble together for Sabbath ser-

vices. We’re not ta lk ing about 
sudden, unexpected, uncontrol-
lable events or important family 
occasions, or l imitations beyond 
our control. 

However, there are many 
other matters we could antici-
pate and plan for to ensure we 
are indeed able to assemble to-
gether for this holy convocation. 
If we fai l to do so, are we rea l ly 
remembering the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy in the way God in-
tended? 

There is no substitute for 
week ly Sabbath services and the 
abi l ity to assemble together with 
those God has ca l led and placed 
into His son’s body. What a plea-
sure it is to keep the Sabbath to-
gether; Proverbs 27:17 says, “As 
iron sharpens iron, so a man 
sharpens the countenance of his 
friend.” The idea expressed here 
is that people grow from inter-
action with one another. Listen-
ing to the cybercast, or a v ideo 
is important when truly needed. 

However it is not the same as 
being together. For some con-
necting remotely is absolutely 
necessary, and I am not in any 
way try ing to diminish that rea l-
ity. However, we must remember 
God has blessed and hal lowed 
the Sabbath day in a spiritual 
way, not l ike any other day and 
commanded a “holy convoca-
tion”. The strength we derive 
from fel lowshipping together in 
person with God ’s people can-
not be duplicated by any other 
activ ity. 

God blesses us with that op-
portunity on each Sabbath. If 
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we fai l to remember and plan 
in such a way that we can take 
advantage of that opportunity 
when it comes, then I believe we 
are not remembering the Sab-
bath day in the way God intends. 

Consider the encouragement 
to gather in worship and fel low-
ship recorded in Hebrews 10:24-
25: “And let us consider one 
another in order to st ir up love 
and good works, not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves to-
gether, as is the manner of some, 
but exhorting one another, and 
so much the more as you see 
the Day approaching.” Love and 
good works need to be st irred 
up – they do not just occur! One 
reason God ’s people are to come 
together is to strengthen each 
other and to “provoke one an-
other to good works.” We do in-
deed have a tremendous impact 
on each other, especia l ly on His 
holy and blessed Sabbath. This 
is why we need to exhort one an-
other to gather together. 

Perhaps we could consider 
one more point from a minister’s 
(or other speaker’s) perspective. 
The attention and expressions 
from the audience can even at 
t imes guide the direction of 
the message. When we give ser-
mons (or sermonettes), we usu-
al ly have some idea about how 
ef fective the message has been. 
Sometimes we feel a message has 
been helpful and worthwhile, 
and sometimes, we feel the mes-
sage wasn’t as good as it could 
have been. 

Even so, it ’s surprising how 
of ten someone wil l come up af-
ter one of those messages and 

st i l l  thank us for something we 
said. It drives home the point 
that God ’s blessing is upon His 
Sabbath day and His holy con-
vocation, and He can produce 
good results even when we per-
haps fa l l short. If we are in the 
right frame of mind God can 
bless the outcome of even what 
we may feel is not the greatest of 
messages.

We must all remember the 
Sabbath commandment is not a 
one-day-a-week commandment. 
If we fail to “remember the Sab-
bath day” and plan according-
ly throughout the week, we may 
indeed be failing to fulf il l the 
commandment. Unusual circum-
stances beyond our control will 
at times arise, but we can pro-
foundly affect the impact of the 
Sabbath upon ourselves and our 
families by properly remember-
ing and preparing each week to 
make God’s Holy Day a delight. 

God wants chi ldren who em-
brace Him and His way of l i fe, 
as represented by each Sabbath. 
Isaiah 58:13-14 says, “If you 
turn away your foot from the 
Sabbath, from doing your own 
pleasure on My holy day, and 
ca l l the Sabbath a delight, the 
holy day of the Lord honorable, 
and shal l honor Him, not doing 
your own ways, nor f inding your 
own pleasure, nor speaking you 
own words, then you shal l de-
light yourself in the Lord; and 
I wi l l cause you to ride on the 
high hi l ls of the earth, and feed 
you with the heritage of Jacob 
your father. The mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.” The Sabbath 
is a wonderful gif t that God has 
given us as His holy people. 

Paul referred in part to the 
Sabbath as “a shadow of things 
to come” (Colossians 2:17) is 
v ita l to a lways keep in remem-
brance. The Sabbath ’s shadow is 
cast direct ly by the Lord of the 
Sabbath and involves His law, 
His Church, His second coming, 
and ult imately His Kingdom. 
Consequent ly, our response to 
the Sabbath (and observance of ) 
shows our respect, or disrespect, 
for a l l that it represents (Exodus 
31:13-17). How you and I feel 
about the Sabbath ref lects how 
we feel about the Lord of the Sab-
bath, His laws, His Church, and 
His Kingdom. If you honor the 
Sabbath, you honor its Source. 
If you delight in the Sabbath, 
you delight in its Source (Isaiah 
58:14). 

If you remember to keep the 
Sabbath holy, you remember 
its holy Source (Exodus 20:10). 
Conversely, i f you casual ly ig-
nore the Sabbath, you casual ly 
ignore its Source. If you disre-
spect the Sabbath, you disre-
spect its Source. God responds 
in k ind to our reverence of Him 
and His Kingdom: “For those 
who honor Me I wi l l honor, 
and those who despise Me shal l 
be l ight ly esteemed” (1 Samuel 
2:30). 

Let us remember the Sabbath 
to ensure we don’t treat it casu-
a l ly in any way and thereby pro-
fane that which is holy. The Sab-
bath is a powerful sign between 
God and His people (Ezekiel 
20:12). Never wil l their relat ion-
ship be severed, as the Sabbath 
wil l a lways remain a holy t ime 
for the people of God (Hebrews 
4:9).
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On Apri l  5-7,  37 women and 
young ladies f rom across West-
ern Canada come together for 
our third Women’s Enrichment 
Weekend. It  was again held in 
Sylvan Lake,  Alber ta ,  and was 
a wonderfu l weekend fu l l  of 
laughter,  fel lowship, bonding 
and thought provok ing and en-
riching discussions. 

The theme for the weekend 
was Putt ing God First  in Our 
Lives,  f rom Proverbs 3:6 and 
Matthew 6:33.

We star ted the weekend of f 
with a homemade dinner fol-
lowed by the Welcome by Eve-
lyn Davis.  Evelyn had created 
and brought beaut i fu l  f lora l  ar-
rangements for the tables that 
included a l l  d i f ferent ty pes of 
f lowers which represented a l l 
the di f ferent ladies (young, 
middle age,  seniors) and the 
di f ferent persona l it ies .  We a l l 
are di f ferent but make up a 
beaut i fu l  bouquet.  She put the 
largest rose in the middle of 
the bouquet as the foca l point 
to demonstrate how that repre-
sented God.  This rea l ly drew 

a l l  the di f ferent par ts (f low-
ers) together and completed the 
bouquet.   A beaut i fu l  ana log y.

We then had a “Speed 
Friending” get-to-k now-you 
act iv ity,  which was a fun and 
fabulous way to quick ly get to 
k now something about the oth-
er ladies.  Heidi Pof fenroth and 
Trish Burke came up with this 
act iv ity and it  was a hit .  We fol-
lowed up with a desser t  recep-
t ion and fel lowship where we 
were blessed with ladies who 
played background music on 
the harp and piano, which add-
ed a wonderfu l ambiance.

For Sabbath ser v ices we had 
two groups of ver y ta lented la-
dies perform lovely specia l  mu-
sic .  The f irst  group from Prince 
George consisted of Aza lea 
Cartwright ,  Carmel la Car t-
wright ,  Synnove Teetaer t and 
Wil let ta El l ing ton. The second 
group from Calgar y consisted 
of Melanie Davie,  Heidi Pof fen-
roth and Wendy Burton.  

We were ver y blessed to have 
the fol lowing speakers on Sab-
bath and Sunday: 

David Jones 
gave a ver y in-
spir ing Sab-
bath message 
concerning our 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 
with God. Do 
we tru ly un-
derstand Agape 
love? It  means 
being conf ident 
in God ’s love, 
showing no 
fear,  bel iev ing 
in His promis-
es,  t rust ing God 

completely and fol lowing Him 
wi l l ingly.  Putt ing God f irst  in 
our l ives is  the journey of our 
l ives.  God doesn’t  just  want us 
to do the steps of put t ing Him 
f irst ,  He wants us to l ive with 
Him f irst  in our minds,  hear ts 
and souls.  Mr. Jones expounded 
on the journey of Abraham and 
how he ev idenced to God he 
would a lways obey,  even to the 
point of being wi l l ing to sac-
r i f ice his son Isaac.   And God 
sa id,  “ for now I k now that you 
fear God, seeing you have not 
withheld your son, your only 
son, f rom me.”

Joy Jones gave an encour-
aging and motivat ing speech 
t it led,  “A Beaut i fu l  Relat ion-
ship: Growing in Int imacy 
with God.” Discussing how our 
marriage relat ionships can, at 
t imes,  be comparable to our re-
lat ionship with God. The t ime, 
ef for t ,  love,  and passion we put 
into our marriage relat ionship, 
can a lso be invested in our rela-
t ionship with God. The negat ive 
things we bring into our mar-
riage can a lso spi l l  over and af-
fect our relat ionship with God. 
Having rea l  l i fe discussions 

By Tonya Erickson

Edmonton Women’s Enrichment WeekendEdmonton Women’s Enrichment Weekend

A sample of the decorations
Photo by Synnove Teetaert

Engaged in a group activity
Photo by Heidi Poff enroth
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about our relat ionships 
and the cha l lenges that 
we go through and how 
important mentors and 
our spir itua l fami ly are. 
We are not a lone.  

Tracey (Nyhus) 
Jongerius discussed how 
to use va lues as a dai-
ly guide to our act ions 
whi le put t ing God at 
the center of our ident i-
ty.  She noted ways that 
we can work to over-
come interna l or exter-
na l barriers that pre-
vent us f rom putt ing God f irst . 
She prov ided a summar y of the 
book Atomic Habits and noted 
how changing our habits by just 
one percent can make a big di f-
ference over t ime.     

We had short speeches by 
severa l  ladies this year.  

Heidi Pof fenroth gave an 
encouraging speech emphasiz-
ing that put t ing God ’s way f irst 
isn’t  a lways easy with a busy 
l i fe.  Having people in your l i fe 
who make an impact can help 
steer us.  Keeping notebooks 
with the big f ive (prayer,  bible 
study, fast ing,  meditat ing and 
fel lowship) helps us to focus. 
And when we steer of f  the path, 
SNAP!!!!  

Lee Kit t  gave a ver y infor-
mative speech discussing the 
concepts of per fect ionism, 
shame and sel f-compassion. 
Navigat ing l i fe in our imper-
fect ion requires repentance and 
lov ing ourselves with the same 
sel f-compassion we give our 
neighbor.  

Susan Davis gave a fun and 
ver y relevant speech on a l l  the 
many variet ies of hats we a l l 
wear each day - such as a wife 

hat ,  mom hat ,  professiona l hat , 
f r iend hat ,  daughter hat or 
church hat .  But there is  one hat 
that we should a lways remember 
to put on f irst  and that is  our 
“God ” hat .   When we wear this 
hat ,  we are putt ing on the mind 
and character of Jesus Christ 
and God, the Father.  Remember 
to put on God ’s hat f irst ,  then 
the hat you are wearing at that 
moment wi l l  shine with Godly 
character.  

Tonya Erickson gave a 
sel f-ref lect ion speech on how 
motivat ion is crit ica l in per-
forming the priority of putt ing 
God f irst in our l ives.  We a l l 
have dif ferent things that moti-
vate us to perform our main pri-
orit ies and she encouraged each 
of us to spend t ime meditat ing 
on what motivates us to put God 
f irst in our l ives.  Remembering 
God knows we wi l l  stumble in 
this l i fe and when we do, He 
wants us to return to Him and 
strengthen the brethren, just as 
the apost le Peter did.  

We had ver y l ively table 
topic discussions,  led by Bren-
da Thompson. Each table dis-
cussed items of Putt ing God 
f irst  in our l ives.  Some of the 
benef its and cha l lenges that oc-
cur in this area .  We a lso dis-

cussed bibl ica l  exam-
ples that stood out to us 
as mentors or examples 
of what not to do.  

We had table discus-
sions,  led by Colet te Er-
ickson. Each table dis-
cussed how we see God 
in the smal l  things of 
our l ives.  A ver y won-
derfu l topic to keep our 
grat itude towards God 
and a l l  His blessings, 
big and smal l .   

A l l  the ladies did a 
wonderfu l job!

The weekend a lso includ-
ed fun-f i l led t ime with group 
games,  food ( lots of food) and 
fel lowship. The fel lowship was 
bonding, and the discussions 
were ver y encouraging! Severa l 
ladies donated items to be g i f t-
ed to others during the week-
end. Items donated were beaut i-
fu l croqueted coasters ,  fun and 
beaut i fu l  homemade eyeglass 
cases,  decorat ive food plat ters , 
body scrubs,  plants ,  the beaut i-
fu l  f lower center pieces for the 
tables and an adorable keepsake 
box that went to the young lady 
for whom it  was intended. 

Thanks to a l l  who at tended 
and helped make the weekend 
a success!  Many thanks to the 
planning team who took t ime 
out of their l ives to ensure the 
weekend was a success.  Most of 
a l l ,  thanks to our Heavenly Fa-
ther who directed the planning, 
discussions,  and fel lowship. He 
worked out even the smal lest 
deta i ls  to bless His daughters 
as we congregated to bond and 
grow together spir itua l ly.

We look forward to seeing 
ever yone at next year’s  Wom-
en’s Enrichment Weekend!

Participants pose for a group photo
Photo by Michael Erickson



11 United News Canada - unc.ucg.ca

“This is the most precious 
thing I could have done in my 
life.” 

These are the bold words of 
Elsa Cornelius. It was a passion-
ate response, given without hes-
itation. She was asked what it 
felt like to be baptized back in 
1979.

 The story of her divine call-
ing began a long way from here 
-- over four thousand kilome-
tres away in the small South 
American Caribbean-flavoured 
country of Guyana. That’s where 
Elsa lived when she first heard 
the word of God preached over 
the radio waves. It was the voice 
of Garner Ted Armstrong, son 
of Worldwide Church of God 
founder, Herbert W. Armstrong.

Elsa shared that she never 
knew her father who died when 
she was just a baby. The fami-
ly also lost one of her siblings 
at age three. Because her moth-
er raised Elsa and four siblings 
as Seventh-Day Adventists, the 
concept of a Saturday Sabbath 
was nothing new or strange. 
She said she understood that 
the message she was hearing on  
“The World Tomorrow” broad-
cast was God’s truth. Along with 
keeping the Sabbath on Satur-
day, Mr. Armstrong also talked 
about the importance of keep-
ing God’s commanded Feasts 
and Holy Days. After that, Elsa 
tuned into the radio station and 
the program; listening without 
fail every Sunday. 

Soon she had the opportuni-
ty to come to Canada. While set-
tling into her new life and home, 

Elsa had access to a 
television set for the 
first time. That’s where 
she found someone fa-
miliar. She was able to 
watch “The World To-
morrow” and see Mr. 
Armstrong on screen. 
Being able to put a face 
to the voice on the ra-
dio was amazing to her.

In 1975, she located 
a local congregation, 
and began to attend 
in person as directed. 
The first Feast of Tab-
ernacles Elsa attended 
in 1976 was her most 
memorable as well,  she 
recalled. She has many 
fond memories of tak-

ing the bus there each morning 
from her home in Scarborough, 

Ontario, to attend the services 
being held in Etobicoke that 
year. While there, she was ex-
cited to have an opportunity to 
meet other people in the faith 
and was eager to learn much 
more about how to properly ob-
serve the Holy Days. 

Elsa now attends services 
with the United Church of God 
congregation in Kitchener, On-
tario. She is 87, and her gentle 
smile always lights up the room. 
Elsa is facing a serious medical 
issue and admits that being so 
sick has been one of her life’s 
greatest challenges. Her bless-
ings however, loom larger. Elsa 
is quick to count among them a 
loving God, who has taken care 
of and protected her these many 
years.

Member Spotlight: Elsa CorneliusMember Spotlight: Elsa Cornelius

Guyana’s location on South America
Image by SurinameCentral on WikiCommons.com

By Allison Steinman Hodgins

Elsa Cornelius
Photo provided by Elsa Cornelius
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International Potluck

On March 9, the East Farn-
ham (Quebec) congregation was 
able to get together for a social 
for the first time since COVID.

  Our Ethnic Cuisine con-
sisted of many specialty dishes. 
We were blessed with delicious 
f lavours from all the different 
countries and nationalities rep-
resented in our congregation. 
There were meat pies: classic 
beef from Australia served with 
Ketchup, limena from Peru, 
baleadas from Honduras, lasa-
gna from Italy, bubble & squeak 
from Britain, shepherds pie 
from Ireland and the United 
Kingdom.

We also had BBQ chicken 
wings, humus and pita bread 
from the Southern United States, 
pate chinois and smoked chick-
en from Quebec and smoked 
salmon from the West Coast. 
Additionally, there were both 
egg and chicken sandwiches. 
Desserts included Quebec spe-

cialties of maple syrup pie and 
apple squares. An the Australian 
delight was tim tams. 

After enjoying such a variety 
of luscious foods, we sat down to 
a night of fun and games. Taboo 
was a great success and so was 
Scrabble; then everyone joined 
in around the table for an ABC 
Game… naming Bible charac-

ters, then fruits and vegetables, 
animals, and more Bible names. 

Background guitar music for 
the evening was provided by 
Dave Hebert and a fantastic eve-
ning was enjoyed by everyone. It 
was a fun event.

Beve Hebert

Ontario Sping Holy Days

This spring Holy Day season, 
several southern Ontario con-
gregations had the pleasure of a 
visit from Mr. Len Martin (for-
mer chairman/current member 
of the Council of Elders) and his 
wife, Julie.  

On Sunday, Mr. Martin con-
ducted the Passover service in 
Toronto along with pastor Paul 
Wasilkoff.  

On Tuesday, the couple was 
back in Toronto for the First Day 
of Unleavened Bread with about 
125 from the Hamilton, Toron-
to, Kitchener and Barrie congre-
gations. The first split-sermon, 
given by Mr. Len Parker, a vis-
iting elder from Bricket Wood, 
England, focused on the fact 
that God is the greatest Giver 
of all.  The second split-sermon, 
given by Mr. Martin, focused on 
life lessons from the Days of Un-
leavened Bread. 

The Holy Day service was 
followed by a potluck meal that 
featured wonderful fellowship, 
many delicious food choices and 
beautiful table decor represent-
ing the parting of the Red Sea 
and a land f lowing with milk 
and honey. We are grateful to the 
Martins for their visit and to all 
who contributed to the start of 
an enriching Holy Day season. 

Trish Romeo

Surrey NTBMO

Nine individuals gathered 

News From Across CanadaNews From Across Canada

Delectable and varied dishes
Photo by Chantal Leclerc

Games and music augmented the day
Photo by Chantal Leclerc

Edible, on-theme decorations
Photo by Trish Romeo
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at our Surrey church building 
for a delightful evening of food 
and fellowship for this year’s 
Night To Be Much Observed . 
We opened with a biblically re-
lated reading of the significance 
of this special evening, followed 
by a prayer for God’s blessing on 
the meal.

We were blessed! There was 
a variety of delicious food and 
lots of pleasant discussion, in-
cluding anecdotes about our 
path towards becoming a part of 
God’s church. Towards the end 
of the evening, we enjoyed a Bi-
ble knowledge game, which was 
both fun and educational!

Dale Craniford

Hamilton NBTMO

Members of the Hamilton 
congregation gathered at the 
home of Jacqueline Stopyn. Jac-
quie and Mary Ann Halcrow 

shared the hosting responsibil-
ities to make the evening a suc-
cess.

Those who were able to at-
tend, including Mr. & Mrs. Len 
Martin, were greeted with love-
ly decorations. The potluck was 
well-organized, and presented 
balanced and delicious options 
for each course of the meal.

After supper, we engaged in 
a game of Bible Jeopardy. Spe-
cial focus was made to events 
around the Exodus. This activity 
allowed us to savour the mean-
ing of the day.

We look forward to future 
opportunities to fellowship in 
similarly meaningful ways. 

Paul Wasilkoff

Birth Announcement

Marat Shikhverdiev and Jes-
sica (Schut) Shikhverdieva are 

pleased to announce the birth of 
their daughter Amelia Shikhver-
dieva on March 26, 2024, at 7:46 
p.m.  Amelia weighed a healthy 
7 pounds 5 ounces at birth. 

Mom and baby are doing 
well.  Marat and Jessica would 
like to thank everyone for all the 
prayers and support! 

Jessica Shikhverdieva

Regina Graduation

Keegan MacPherson at the 
end of June 2024 will graduate 
from Indian Head High School 
as one of the top scholars. He 
has been part of the Regina con-
gregation for the last 12 years 
and has served by doing open-
ing and closing prayers as well 
as take down and set up for ser-
vices.

He will be attending the Uni-
versity of Northern British Co-
lumbia and pursuing a degree in 
Civil Engineering while living 
with his uncle Robert Teetaert. 
While studying he will be at-
tending the Prince George con-
gregation. Keegan will be great-

Surry’s group meal for NTBMO
Photo by Ralph Cortes

Awaiting the start of the meal
Photo by Jacquie Stopyn

Amelia
Photo provided by Jessica Shikhverdieva

Surry’s group meal for NTBMO
Photo by Ralph Cortes

Playing Bible trivia aft er supper
Photo by Paul Wasilkoff 
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ly missed by all  of the Regina 
congregation, but they are ex-
cited to see him pursue further 
education and will look forward 
to his visits home.

As he continues his studies 
for the next few years, Keegan 
will continue lifeguarding and 
teaching swimming lessons. He 
will also be enjoying the beauty 
Northern BC has to offer, while 
riding his mountain bike and hav-
ing fun with friends and family.

Lloyd Teetaert

Yap Wedding Celebration

Following the Sabbath ser-
vice on May 4, the Toronto con-
gregation assembled to celebrate 
the recent wedding of Mark Yap, 
youngest son of Sixto and Josie 
Yap, and Julia Stewart, only 
daughter of Scott and Jean Stew-
art.  

Mark and Julia had a civ-
il service performed in Toronto, 
Ontario, on February 29, and a 
formal wedding and reception on 

the Stewarts’ homestead in Texas 
on April 8, the day of the eclipse. 

Since the couple returned to 
Toronto just before the Days of 
Unleavened Bread, the congre-
gation waited to celebrate (with 
cake) when the Days were com-
plete.  Mr. Anthony Wasilkoff 
congratulated the couple and 
presented them with gifts from 
the congregation: a gift basket 
that contained a variety of hu-
morous items and a card that held 
cash for various newlywed needs.

Everyone enjoyed good 
food, beautiful table décor and 
a glimpse at wedding pictures 
strung along the wall.

Trish Romeo

50th Wedding Anniversary

Sharon and Harold Desco-
teaux had a pleasant surprise 
after services on March 9. They 
were very aware of a planned 
International Potluck social. 
However, they were not aware 
the congregation would also be 
celebrating their 50th wedding 
anniversary.  

Their anniversary is actually 
March 16 so they did not suspect 

a thing! They were presented 
with a very beautiful, delicious 
cake made by Courtney Morasse 
and a card signed by everyone. 

When asked about the secret 
to a successful marriage they 
both said, “We do things to-
gether and we talk to each oth-
er.” Good advice and a positive 
example for us all.

Beve Hebert

Harold & Sharon
Photo by Chantal Leclerc

Mark & Julia Yap
Photo by Trish Romeo

Keegan MacPherson
Photo provided by MacPherson Family

One of the table decorations
Photo by Trish Romeo
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Emmie Lucas Obituar y

B orn in  Dal fsen,  Nether-
lands  on December  23,  1935, 
Femmigje  (Emmie)  Lucas  l ived 
the  f i rst  years  of  her  l i fe  under 
foreign occupat ion.  She  was 
st i l l  ver y  young when the  Ca-
nadian army marched through 
Hol land,  l iberat ing the  coun-
tr y  and forg ing a  union that 
lasts  to  this  day. 

In  her  ear ly  20’s ,  she  le f t 
her  family,  her  f r iends  and 
her  home to  fol low a  man two 
years  her  junior  across  the  At-
lant ic  Ocean to  Canada to  s tar t 
her  new l i fe .

He had made the  cross ing 
in  1956 and af ter  many letters , 
she  made the  decis ion to  im-
migrate  in  1958.  Unl ike  her 
future  husband Garr y,  she  did 
not  have  any family  to  come 
to  and yet  st i l l  fe lt  the  ca l l  to 
leave  ever ything for  love.

Thankful ly,  her  decis ion 
was  not  in  vain,  and they were 
marr ied on June 6 ,  1959.   Less 
than a  decade later,  and af ter 
having three  chi ldren,  they 

began attending WCG church 
ser vices  in  Toronto at  the  be-
ginning of  1968.

In the  1970s ,  a  WCG church 
was  s tar ted in  Barr ie ,  Ontar-
io,  and Emmie was  ordained 
a  deaconess .  With much help 
f rom her  husband and family, 
she  ser ved God’s  people  t i re-
less ly  and with great  compas-
s ion and empathy. 

Emmie l ived up to  her  Dutch 
her itage  and was  known for 
her  except ional  house-keeping 
ski l l s .   She  was  even known to 
scrub the  dr iveway with soap 
and water  in  her  goal  of  keep-
ing any dir t  f rom even enter-
ing the  house.

Among her  pass ions  was 
knitt ing and crochet ing .  Ba-
bies  as  far  away as  Afr ica  were 
the  recipients  of  her  handiwork 
and many feet  today are  st i l l 
being kept  warm by her  won-
derful ly  knitted wool  socks .

She loved her  God,  her  fam-
i ly,  her  church and her  f r iends 
and they loved her  back.   Gar-
r y  and Emmie embodied what 
God recorded in  Genesis  2 :24 
in  that  they were  truly  one.  She 
became a  widow on May 31, 
2021 and missed Garr y  dearly.

On the  morning of  Decem-
ber  28 ,  2023,  Emmie breathed 
her  last  breath and now awaits 
the  resurrect ion and return of 
Jesus  Christ .  She  is  sur vived 
by her  three  chi ldren and s ix 
grandchi ldren. 

She  wi l l  be  missed by a l l 
who knew and loved her.

Lucas Family

Dorothy Stanley Obituar y

Dorothy Stanley,  wife of 
El lsworth,  died on Apri l  18 at 
age 81 after declining health 
over the past  year.  The Stan-
leys have faithful ly ser ved the 
St .  John’s  congregation many 
years.  The funeral  was con-
ducted on Monday afternoon 
Apri l  22 by her husband El ls-
worth who is  the resident elder 
in Newfoundland.

 Dorothy was known for her 
smile,  her wit  and her energetic 
and ef f icient manner.  She wil l 
be great ly missed by her hus-
band and daughter as  well  as 
the St .  John’s  congregation and 
the many other members who 
have attended the St .  John’s 
feast  s ite  through the years.

Dorothy leaves behind:  El ls-
worth,  her husband of  53 years; 
her daughter,  Alanna (Bradley) 
Brunet;  f ive brothers as well  as 
nieces,  nephews and a large cir-
cle of  family and fr iends.

Stanley Family

Garry & Emmie
Photo provided by Lucas Family

Dorothy Stanley
Photo provided by Stanley Family
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What is the greatest gift God 
could ever bestow on the human 
race? 

If you asked a dozen people 
you might get a dozen different 
answers. Some might say good 
health, long life, or happiness. But 
there is a gift that Jesus referred 
to as being like a hidden treasure 
called the “pearl of great price” 
(Matthew13:44-46). To find that 
great gift, that hidden treasure, 
the pearl of great price, where do 
we start?

Let’s begin with a powerful 
sermon message delivered by the 
apostle Peter on the day of Pente-
cost recorded in the second chap-
ter of the book of Acts. Following 
a miracle from God when each 
individual listening to Peter could 
understand his words in their own 
language (Acts 2:6-9), and after a 
dissertation in which he makes 
reference to the death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, Peter  tells 
his audience (and by extrapola-
tion all of us), “Repent, and let 
every one of you be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For the promise is to you and to 
your children, and to all who are 
afar off, as many as the Lord our 
God will call” (Acts 2:38-39).

Recall what Jesus told His dis-
ciples “I still have many things to 
say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. However, when He, the 
Spirit of truth, has come, He will 
guide you into all truth; for He 
will not speak on His own author-
ity, but whatever He hears He will 
speak; and He will tell you things 
to come” (John 16:12-13). He also 
told His disciples “Without Me 

you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 
There is nothing we can do on our 
own, but in harmony with God’s 
Spirit and looking to Jesus Christ 
as our elder brother, Master and 
Teacher, we can have access to 
that hidden treasure. 

When Jesus stood in the syn-
agogue and read from the book 
of Isaiah He made specific ref-
erence to the guidance of God’s 
Holy Spirit, and when He finished 
reading, “…He closed the book, 
and gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. And the eyes of all 
who were in the synagogue were 
fixed on Him. And He began to 
say to them, ‘Today this Scripture 
is fulfilled in your hearing’” (Luke 
4:18-21). 

The wonderful gift of the Holy 
Spirit works in different ways. We 
are, after all, different, unique, 
with different personalities, tal-
ents and abilities. Paul understood 
this. “Now there are diversities of 
gifts, but the same Spirit. There 
are differences of ministries, but 
the same Lord. And there are di-
versities of activities, but it is the 
same God who works all in all. 

But the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given to each one for the profit 
of all: for to one is given the word 
of wisdom through the Spirit, to 
another the word of knowledge 
through the same Spirit,” (1 Cor-
inthians 12:4-8). Same spirit -- 
just a different manifestation be-
cause of the personality, talent or 
capability of the individual. Paul 
goes on to show “For as the body 
is one and has many members, but 
all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body, so also 
is Christ. For by one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body-
-whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
slaves or free-- and have all been 
made to drink into one Spirit. For 
in fact the body is not one mem-
ber but many” (1 Corinthians 
12:12-14).

God through the power of the 
Holy Spirit created the heavens 
and the earth (Genesis 1:1-2) and 
brought His only begotten Son 
into the world. “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, (Mary) and 
the power of the Highest will over-
shadow you; therefore, also, that 
Holy One who is to be born will 
be called the Son of God” (Luke 
1:35). Jesus promised His disci-
ples that when the day of Pente-
cost came they would receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. “For John 
truly baptized with water, but you 
shall be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now” 
(Acts 1:5). “But you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

The Holy Spirit is our very 
source of eternal life Jesus told 

By David Palmer

The Gift of PentecostThe Gift of Pentecost

See “Gift ” on page 4.
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