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Just a few weeks ago, we ob-
served the Feast of Tabernacles. 
For some, it was at the local Feast 
site. Some of us kept it at home 
and watched services on-line.  For 
others, it was a transfer to a site 
within our own country or to a 
site far away in another country. 
Whatever the case may have been, 
we will have observed a meaning-
ful and memorable Feast!

However, was it your best Feast 
ever? How does one go about de-
termining if the most recent Feast 
observance was our very best 
Feast? If it was your first Feast, 
then the determination is easy, 
but after multiple Feasts it be-
comes more challenging. 

Does it really matter if it was 
your best Feast ever? Can Feast ob-
servances be quantified on a scale 
of “good”, “better” and “best”? If 
so, what criteria should be used 
to make such a determination? So 
much of what we as humans expe-
rience is surprisingly subjective.

Elements of the Feast of Tabernacles 
are educational, cultural, social, gas-
tronomical and, most of all, spiritual.

Several years ago an individual 
announced that he/she was going to 
have a year-off kind of Feast. The 
family would not be serving in any 
aspect of the Feast. They would not 

be volunteering to help out in any 
way. They would only attend the 
activities they wanted to attend and 
avoid those they were not interested 
in. They would perhaps even skip 
church services in order to experi-
ence excursions and events that the 
local community had to offer that 
conf licted with the Feast of Taber-
nacles activity schedule.   

Our best Feasts invariably oc-
cur when we follow the edict iden-
tified in Acts 20:35 – it is more 
blessed to give than to receive.

Our most meaningful and mem-
orable Feasts are when we partic-
ipate and serve the most. Psalm 
133:1 proclaims, “Behold, how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity!” We see 
this happening in real time when 
attend church services at the Feast 
of Tabernacles. Singing together, 
saying “AMEN” together, turning 

to the same Scripture together, 
taking notes together, concluding 
together with the closing “AMEN” 
--  all of these are cohesive expe-
riences whether we were attending 
in person or on-line. How so? Be-
cause of the privilege of attending 
daily worship services nine days in 
a row. It is the intensity and fre-
quency that produces the result.

We can further deduce this 
from Acts 2:46 where it states, “So 
continuing daily with one accord 
in the temple and breaking bread 
from house to house, they ate their 
food with gladness and simplicity 
of heart, praising God and having 
favour with all the people.”

Was the 2022 Feast of Taber-
nacles my very best ever? I can’t 
say it was for certain. However, I 
can say with certainty that it was 
among the very best Feasts I have 
ever observed. It was a wonderful 
time of caring, sharing and wor-
shipping together! 

By Anthony Wasilkoff
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Osoyoos, BC

Just as i f  on cue, the intense 
smoke from distant forest f ires 
l i f ted making way for a breath-
tak ing mil lennia l panorama, 
as 118 people gathered togeth-
er from near and far to praise 
God for the coming reign of Je-
sus Christ in beautifu l Osoyoos, 
Brit ish Columbia.

Attendees congregated for 
the f irst Holy Day serv ice fol-
lowed by a Meet & Greet recep-
t ion, set t ing the stage for a week 
of fest ive fel lowship to renew 
old fr iendships and create new 
ones. On Tuesday, the youth 
were hosted to a poolside Meet 
& Greet barbeque fol lowed by 

vol leyba l l  and many other out-
door games. Some who were st i l l 
young-at-heart joined in. On 
Wednesday, seniors enjoyed a 
picture-perfect mountain-view 
luncheon at the resort ’s Bistro 
outdoor pat io, whi le  some more 
adventurous at tendees explored 
their own scenic mountain v iew 
with a brisk hike.

Other act iv it ies throughout 
the Feast included a wine tour, 
golf ing, and there were indoor 
games most evenings. Addit ion-
a l ly,  indiv iduals enjoyed per-
sonal sight-seeing and nature 
walks. 

Since a l l  the suites in the re-
sort had a fu l l  k itchen and l iv-

ing room, it  was idea l for breth-
ren to joy ful ly mingle amongst 
themselves for meals and extra 
fel lowship. 

No matter what people did, 
everyone seemed to experience 
a truly delightful and spiritually 
meaningful Feast of Tabernacles. 

Osoyoos has been a trea-
sured dest inat ion in Canada 
for Feast-goers for severa l years 
now, and we are looking forward 
to another fest iva l site there in 
2023. Hope to see you there!

Wayne Ward
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Outdoor activity climbing Mt. Kobau
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Drumheller, AB

This year 157 brethren from 
across Canada a long with two 
couples from the U.S.A. came 
together and rejoiced in God ’s 
Feast in Drumhel ler.  The mes-
sages were inspired by God to 
teach and encourage His chi l-
dren to rejoice together in His 
awesome plan of sa lvat ion for 
a l l  mankind. The theme of Liv-
ing Waters carried through-
out the entire Feast .  Messag-
es looked forward to the t ime 
when hea ling and restorat ion 
of a l l  things wi l l  take place and 
when the earth wi l l  be f i l led 
with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea, and many people wi l l 
come and say, “Come let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Ja-
cob; He wi l l  teach us His ways, 
and we wi l l  walk in His paths.” 

We had outstanding specia l 
music dai ly including harp mu-
sic,  voca l solos, a quartet ,  adult 
choir and chi ldren’s choir.  We 
had piano and instrumenta l 
ensemble (trumpet, tenor sax-
ophone and f lute) accompany-

ing our hymns each day. On the 
f irst Holy Day there was an or-
dinat ion of an elder, a very spe-
cia l event! 

There were many opportu-
nit ies to grow in our relat ion-
ships with each other. On the 
second day of the Feast we held 
a champagne welcome reception 
for a l l,  hosted by the Edmon-
ton congregat ion, with lots of 
fel lowship, food and beverages. 
For our teens and young adults 
there was a “meet and greet” at 
the beginning of the fest iva l and 
a Bible study later in the Feast. 
We had chi ldren’s lessons twice 
during the Feast.  We a lso had an 
excel lent seniors’  luncheon with 
70 in at tendance and perfor-
mances by adults and chi ldren 
including harp, piano, singing 
and poetry. For young and old 
a l ike we had a Tyrel l  Museum 
day, games night, Bible Study 
night, family day at a loca l out-
door fun park, golf tournament, 
group buf fet dinner and a din-
ner theatre outing.  

The weather in Drumhel ler 
in mid-October was unusual-
ly warm for Canada, which was 
another direct and noticeable 
blessing from God. So many 
members helped serve in so 

many ways, it  was a heartwarm-
ing and bonding t ime. An abun-
dance of fel lowship, bonding as 
brothers and sisters in Christ 
and feast ing (physica l and spir-
itua l) occurred throughout the 
Feast.   It  was a t ime for truly 
rejoicing and praising God to-
gether.  

Michael Erickson

Saskatoon, SK

This was the third year the 
Feast has been held in Saska-
toon. Even though the Feast was 
later in the year we were bless-
ed with warm fa l l  weather. We 
were a lso blessed with at tend-
ees from Alberta, Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba. Thir ty-one Feast 
goers met in person and eight 
who were unable to at tend were 
connected v ia webconference. 

Like most Feast sites,  we 
were blessed to begin the Feast 
with the welcome v ideo from 
UCG President Mr. Shabi.  What 
a wonderful,  inspiring message 
with which to begin!

The f irst socia l act iv ity of 
the week was a bowling socia l . 
We f i l led the bowling a l ley with 
fel lowship, laughter and shouts 

Young adults enjoying time together
Photo provided by Carmella Cartwright

Three friends in Drumheller
Photo provided by Charlie Ellison
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of congratulat ions. As the week 
progressed our act iv it ies in-
cluded a catered fest iva l dinner, 
a game socia l with interact ive 
games that were a big hit .  This 
was fol lowed by a pot luck meal 
from the lef tovers of the catered 
meal.  The f ina l act iv ity was 
a ladies’  tea. While the ladies 
were having their tea, the men 
went to the Western Develop-
ment Museum, travel l ing back 
in t ime through the displays 
over the past 150 years of Sas-
katchewan history. 

Specia l music f i l ls a unique 
place in everyone’s heart ,  both 
soothing and l i f t ing the spir-
it with very powerful spiritua l 
messages. Even though Saska-
toon was a smal l site we had 
members volunteer to sing spe-
cia l music everyday including 
solos, duets,  a ladies ensemble 
as wel l  as piano solos.

Our members generously 
contributed physica l items as 
wel l  as money for three dif fer-
ent loca l charit ies.  It  was a great 
opportunity to give back to the 
community.

As in the previous year, one 
of the members brought a large 
jigsaw puzzle that was set up 
at the back of the ha l l .  It  was a 
center for chattering voices and 
laughter, a l l  sharing in the goa l 
of f inishing it  before the Feast 
was over. 

We had three pastors on the 
speaking schedule to handle a l l 
speaking assignments: Sheldon 
Sit ter,  Larry DeLong and Rain-
er Sa lomaa. Mr. Sa lomaa spent 
part of his Feast with us in Sas-
katoon and the remainder of the 
Feast in Drumhel ler.  We thank 
him for being wi l l ing to share 
some of his t ime with us in Sas-
katoon. We a lso thank Mr. Sha-
bi for his encouraging messages. 

Al l the messages were inspir-
ing giv ing us a clear picture of 
the Mil lennium and Kingdom 
of God, focusing on our part in 
God ’s great plan and renewing 
the great hope we have before 
us. 

Thank you to a l l  who made 
this year’s Feast so specia l and 
thank you to those who stepped 
up and volunteered, of ten t imes 

outside their comfort zone, to 
f i l l  the needs and responsibi l i-
t ies of the Saskatoon site.

Larry DeLong

Midland, ON

The Midland, Ontario, Feast 
site had 115 registered this year. 
It continues to be the next best 
thing to an all-inclusive site! So 
said one of the pastors who has at-
tended the Midland site and many 
other sites as well. The location in 
Midland is a hotel that lends itself 
ideally for most attendees to com-
fortably stay in one location for 
the entire week. Included in the 
room rate is a hot breakfast buffet 
each morning in a lovely eating 
area that is bright and cheerful. 
Most brethren availed themselves 
of this most important meal of the 
day and did so while joyfully mix-
ing with one another day after day 
and choosing to sit with a variety 
of individuals through the Feast.    

Church services provided de-
lectably strong spiritual food, of 
which Midland attendees availed 
themselves daily as well. The 
opening night message from Pres-

Special friends in Saskatoon
Photo provided by Lorrie Reichert

Stage decor, Midland ON
Photo provided by Amy van Zant

The sound crew singing hymns
Photo provided by Lorrie Reichert
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ident Rick Shabi set the tone for 
the entire week. Sermonettes, 
split sermons, sermons and spe-
cial music had been prepared well 
in advance and were then deliv-
ered daily to an appreciative au-
dience who savored each serving. 
A highlight of the Feast was the 
ordination of a deaconess, an oc-
casion many had not observed for 
a long time.

Something new this year was 
a Thanksgiving Dinner buffet fol-
lowing services on the opening 
day of the Feast, Monday Octo-
ber 10, which also happened to 
be Canada’s Thanksgiving Day! 
102 brethren partook of an abun-
dance of turkey along with all the 
trimmings associated with a tasty 
Thanksgiving turkey dinner.

Midland is a large enough 
community to provide a variety of 
restaurants, attractions and shop-
ping locations. At the same time, 
it is small enough that no matter 
where you go during the week, you 
are likely to bump into brethren 
along the way. This provides a bo-
nus opportunity to experience sup-
plemental fellowship that enhances 
the Feast experience significantly.

The Feast week featured 
the usual number and type of 
church-oriented activities, but 

some with a new twist. Family 
Day, for example, instead of being 
outdoors was indoors in a five-pin 
bowling alley. Participants had a 
great time the day of the event but 
paid for it via muscle soreness for 
a few days! The Variety Show was a 
fine success. The teens and young 
adults were blessed to have an Es-
cape Room experience, a Farkle 
Tournament, a Saturday evening 
Bible Study and barbeque. Special 
thanks go to all those who orga-
nized and all who participated in 
the activities.

Individual attendees made the 
following insightful comments. 
“This year the Feast was ‘fulfill-
ing’ after two years of not being 
in Midland. What made it ful-
filling was learning better how to 
serve without feeling stress.” “The 
Feast in Midland was a spiritual-
ly and physically rewarding break 
away from the world and routine 
in which we live and a refreshing 
reminder of the world and rou-
tine in which God intends/intend-
ed for us to live.” “Having three 
group meals added wonderfully to 
the occasion and gave individuals 
extended time to sit and fellow-
ship with some they might other-
wise not have gotten to know.” “I 
feel more at home here than I do 
at home.” A member overheard a 
hotel employee say, “When these 

people leave, you can really feel it.”

Anthony Wasilkoff

Venice en Quebec, QC

The 2022 Feast of Tabernacles 
in Venise-en-Québec took place 
in a splendid fall panorama on the 
shores of Lake Champlain. The 
average temperature of 20 degrees 
was embellished with a resplen-
dent sun except for one day when 
there was a little rain.

The beautiful grounds of the 
Château Venise, offering a pool 
room, tennis court, surrounding 
trails and adjacent family condos, 
allowed participants to relax and 
rejoice.

This Feast was marked by 
compassion, mutual aid, fraterni-
zation and good humour. The col-
laboration of each in the prepa-
ration and tasks related to the 
meals shared each day has greatly 
contributed to strengthening the 
bond among the 25 brothers and 
sisters. This period of festivities 
was enhanced by an evening of 
variety where everyone contrib-
uted their talents, a team guess-

Midland congregation singing hymns.
Photo provided by Amy van Zant

Entertainment in Quebec
Photo provided by Chantal Leclerc
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ing game, an evening of songs and 
hours of exchanges in front of the 
foyer and in the common areas. 
We had the presentation of Sylvie 
Morin bringing dances of praise 
with banners.

The participation of six in-per-
son speakers for the messages  
during the assemblies helped to 
edify attendees who expressed 
their gratitude. The messages were 
brought by Yves Labrie (4), Josué 
Drjomadji (2), Joe Storozuk (1), 
Carlos Figueroa (1), Carlos Aviles 
(2 – from Stratford, Ontario, by 
videoconference), Bruno Leclerc 
(6). The main theme was the im-
portance of having a strong vision 
of the coming Kingdom of God.

The message of Mr. Rick Shabi 
supported by beautiful hymns, as 
well as a quiz leading to an inter-
active Bible Study were also much 
appreciated. In addition to the 
pieces of the opening evening, the 
special music consisted of two au-
diovisual recordings prepared by 
two brothers, including a trio.

We are thankful that we were 
spared any trace of infectious dis-
eases. We are grateful for the in-
valuable support of Mr. Anthony 
Wasilkoff in confidently booking 
for us the common areas and for 

everyone’s prayers allowing this 
memorable Feast of Tabernacles 
2022 at the Château Venise.

Bruno Leclerc

St. John’s, NL

This year’s Feast of Tabernacles 
was truly a memorable one, for many 
reasons. All 15 of the St. John’s con-
gregation and two welcome guests 
from the mainland were able to as-
semble daily at the Comfort Inn in 
St. John’s, Newfoundland -- North 
America’s oldest city and the most 
easterly point in North America. St. 
John’s is a quaint city known as the 
City of Legends.

For a welcome change, the 
weather was spectacular-warm 
and sunny. One could almost say 
it was tropical. From the full har-
vest moon on opening night to 
sundown on the last day of the 
Feast the spectacular weather 
continued. Then too, we were all 
in a joyous mood as we eagerly 
awaited the opening night service.

The Heart’s Delight room that 
we used for services was very 
comfortable. The staff were very 
helpful and made us feel more 
than welcome. There was some 
renovation going on at the time, 

but we were able to adjust.

The daily webcast from the 
Jekyll Island Feast site came in loud 
and clear with a few glitches, but 
nothing serious. We chose not to 
take in the opening night service as 
it would be too late getting out. We 
were able to view Mr. Shabi’s open-
ing night address at a later time.

Ellsworth Stanley’s opening 
night address set the tone for the rest 
of the Feast.  In his message, “Why 
Are We Here”, he explained the 
need to fear our God, obey His com-
mand and rejoice. He also said that 
we should be able to go home from 
the Feast rejuvenated with spiritu-
al food that would help us handle 
whatever the coming year brought.

We were not disappointed. 
The sermonettes, split sermons, 
sermons and special music gave 
us encouragement and joy in our 
special calling. Most speakers 
made the coming Millennium the 
main focus of their addresses.

Feast activities included a Ca-
nadian Thanksgiving turkey din-
ner on the first day of the Feast 
provided by Clancey’s Restaurant 

Members of the Quebec site enjoying fellowship in nature
Photo provided by Sylvie Morin

Ellsworth & Dorothy Stanley
Photo provided by Ellsworth Stanley
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in the host hotel. We enjoyed a 
fun afternoon of bowling. Some 
of us had very low scores, but the 
Squibbs out-scored most of us. 
Next year we should get some les-
sons from them.

We had an afternoon Social 
and Tea hosted by the Penneys 

in their home in Paradise with 
lots of food and good fellowship. 
There were 18 of us in attendance.

Family Day was a great success 
with a Jiggs Dinner with all local 
vegetables from the farm of one 
of our members. He and his wife 
grew, cooked and served. It was 

truly appreciated. We played Cage 
Bingo and enjoyed some very in-
teresting Bible Quizzes.

Some of us were able to take in 
the Bible Study from the Midland 
Feast site presented by Mr. Jim 
Lucas who focused on peace and 
becoming peacemakers

On the Last Great Day we had 
a delicious meal provided by the 
Hotel restaurant. We were able to 
dine together in a private room. 

We all went home from the 
Feast rejuvenated with plen-
ty of spiritual food. We thank 
our Great God for His bountiful 
blessing during the Feast of Tab-
ernacles 2022.

Ellsworth Stanley

During services in St. John’s
Photo provided by Ellsworth Stanley

The Feast of Tabernacles 2022 is 
over. I have been keeping the Feast 
since 1966. Every year has been dif-
ferent, each with its own memories 
and places that we have attended. 
All have been wonderful even with 
the little annoying things that get 
in the way to test our resolve.

This year was different for me. 
I got sick two days into the Feast 
and was not able to attend services 
thereafter. I ended up coming home 
and was able to pick up services 
each day from the Feast site where 
I would have been attending, which 
was a wonderful blessing as I was 
able to keep up with the messages 
and what was going on there. Tech-
nology has made things so much 
easier.

Having said that, listening on-
line definitely was not the same 
as actually being at the Feast with 
the brethren and being in a room 
filled with God’s people gathered 
together. 

God has a reason for having us 
come together on the Feast days 
and the weekly Sabbath. We learn 
about how our brothers and sisters 
are doing. We learn what they need 
and what they are going through. 
Also, because you yourself may be 
having a rough time and feeling 
down, you get strength from being 
around God’s people. That is ex-
actly where you need to be.

As days get closer to troubled 
times, possibly not being able to 
gather, my resolve is to be with 
the brethren every chance and 
opportunity that I can to give en-
couragement and to get encour-
agement.

That is the lesson that I learned 
from this Feast. 

By Claudia Salomaa

One Person’s Feast Experience

Photo illustration by Anthony D. Wasilkoff;  
photo by Giorgio Trovato on Unsplash
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A few Feasts ago, one of the 
crafts associated with Bible lessons 
for children was to make a crown. 
That day the class of children bus-
ily cut out the shape and happily 
glued the “ jewels” on their own 
specially designed crown. Each 
one featured the unique taste and 
talent of the indi-
vidual. And, each 
crown was pointing 
those young people 
toward a time when 
we will all receive a 
very special crown.

This memory 
takes me back to an 
even more distant 
one. My dad was 
58 when he became 
quite ill and had 
to quit work. I had 
already left home, 
but for those who 
were still at home, 
it was a difficult 
time. There was no 
income coming in 
because Dad was 
unable to go back to work. This 
meant that the family was also 
unable to attend church for sever-
al months.

Then, the Feast came. Dad felt 
well enough to attend, but there 
was still no money. My sister and 
her husband came to the rescue 
and took the family to the Feast 
with them even though they were 
in a different Church of God.

 Eventually, my Mom found 
work and the family was again 

able to make the two-hour trip to 
church. To their dismay, nobody 
welcomed them back or said “we 
missed you”-- not the pastor, dea-
cons or even those they thought 
were their friends. It was devas-
tating! Having been so sick and 
destitute and then to be ignored 
and slighted seemed too much. 

They were hurt, humiliated, an-
gry and disappointed. As a result, 
they stopped attending church. 

When I visited the family farm 
that following summer, I could 
sense something was different. 
As we talked, I learned what had 
happened. What came to mind 
was the warning to the church 
in Philadelphia: “Hold fast what 
you have, that no one may take 
your crown” (Revelation 3:11). 
Until then, I had always thought 
it would be someone from out-

side the fellowship who might be 
of danger to us. Then I realized, 
it can be anyone that we allow to 
affect our relationship with God.

Later I learned that my sister 
also quoted this Scripture to our 
parents. We had independently re-
minded them that we must not let 

someone else’s bad 
behaviour negative-
ly affect us to the 
point that we quit 
attending church.

T h a n k f u l l y , 
whether because 
of the admonition 
from two daughters 
or because of what 
they came to see 
themselves, my par-
ents realized it was 
up to them to con-
trol their own ac-
tions regardless of 
the actions of oth-
ers. They returned 
to church and con-
tinued attending 
until their death – 

even stronger than before having 
weathered that trial.

It can be so easy to allow hurt 
feelings to affect what we know 
we should do. In reality we can 
never control the actions of oth-
ers – we can only control our own 
reactions! At the Feast, or any 
church service or activity, there 
can be times when we might be 
hurt. But, we need to keep in 
mind that there is a crown at 
stake, a crown that must be won 
and not lost! 

Your Crown
By Linda Wasilkoff

“Hold fast what you have, that no one  
may take your crown” (Revelation 3:11).

Photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash



9 United News Canada - unc.ucg.ca

The Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM) of the National Con-
ference took place on Sunday, 
September 11, 2022 via webcon-
ference. Most members of the 
National Conference were able 
to join the meeting.

Chairman Lloyd Teetaert 
opened the meeting at noon 
Eastern time. After some com-
ments, Anthony Wasilkoff gave 
the Director of Operations ad-
dress. Mr. Wasilkoff related a 
story about a barber he went to 
many years ago. Arriving at the 
barber shop he was met with a 
sign on the door: “Gone Fish-
ing.” A few days later he asked 
the barber how was the f ishing? 
The barber replied that he didn’t 
actual ly go f ishing; it was simply 
a f igure of speech. Our cal ling is 
to be f ishers of men, as stated in 
Matthew 4:19 and Mark 1:9.

The Media Team report fol-
lowed. Paul Wasilkoff gave an 
update on our media ef forts in 
Canada. The Team is working on 
ways to enhance the visitor ex-
perience to our primary website, 
www.ucg.ca. One of the means 
to that end is to rewrite the arti-
cles from the “Prof i les of Faith” 
series in the Good News and Be-
yond Today  magazines. The re-
written articles are shorter and 
are then reviewed by the entire 
Team. The goal is to draw peo-
ple to the website where they can 
then search more deeply into a 
particular subject of interest.

Rainer Salomaa, Coordinator 

of the Ministeria l Services Team, 
fol lowed with an update on what 
is happening with the Church 
in Canada. There are current-
ly 24 congregations in eight 
provinces in Canada served by 
10 pastors and 15 elders. Eight 
baptisms have taken place this 
year; in 2021 there were four. 
Three Feast of Tabernacles sites 
are planned for 2022 along with 
some smaller local satel lite sites. 
Work force chal lenges continue 
to be an area of concern with 
up to three pastors planning to 
retire in the next few years. A 
ministeria l conference is being 
planned once again for 2023. Mr. 
Salomaa concluded his report 
with Hebrews 6:10.

Treasurer Bil l Dimovski fol-
lowed with an update on our f i-
nancial picture. Our income for 
the month of August was down 
but was sti l l up slight ly for the 
year. Holy Day Offerings are up 
for the year. Expenses were up 
in August but down for the year. 
A planned in-person Nation-
al Council meeting scheduled 
for June at the National Off ice 
turned into a hybrid meeting 
with some in attendance at the 
National Off ice while others 
gathered in Alberta and met via 
videoconferencing. As COVID 
restrictions ease we wil l see an 
increase in expenses as pastors 
are f inal ly able to visit a l l their 
congregations once again. 

After the Treasurer’s Report, 
Lloyd Teetaert gave the Address 
from the Chairman. He began 
his message by referring to John 
D. Rockefel ler, one of the so-

cal led robber barons of the early 
20th century. He made his for-
tune in oi l; when he died at the 
age of 97 in 1937 he was the rich-
est man in the world. In spite of 
his greed and ruthlessness there 
are many spiritual lessons we 
can learn from the life of John 
D. Rockefel ler. He had a temper; 
we can learn self-control. He 
listened and took counsel from 
others. He used “we” more than 
“I”. He was reliable in his work 
habits. He tried not to let pride 
get the better of him. The U.S. 
Navy Seals use a “Performance/
Trust” grid to determine their 
best candidates; trust is one of 
the most important characteris-
tics a person can have. Mr. Tee-
taert concluded his address with 
2 Peter 3:17-18.

After the reports, the bal-
lot results were announced. The 
Minutes from the September 
12, 2021 meeting, the March 31, 
2022 Marsh, Goulding Finan-
cial Statements, the Proposed 
Amendments to Bylaws 5.17, 8.31 
and 8.3.2, and Resolution Num-
ber 2022-02 Increase MinEx 
Amount by Drawing from Re-
serves were a l l passed. Elders 
Michael Erickson and Lloyd 
Teetaert as well as laymember 
Charles Desgrossei l l iers were se-
lected to serve three-year terms 
on the National Council. Mr. 
Desgrossei l l iers replaces Jef f 
Anderson whose term expired.

September 10, 2023 was ap-
proved as the date for the next 
AGM.

Resolutions to approve the 

Council & Conference Meetings
By Edwin van Pelt
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C h a r l e s  D e s g r o s s e i l l i e r s 
h a s  b e e n  a p p o i nt e d  t o  t h e 
C a n a d i a n  Na t i on a l  C ou n c i l . 
H i s  t e r m  b e g a n  t h i s  f a l l  w i t h 
t h e  S e p t e m b e r  m e e t i n g .

C h a r l e s  a n d  Ju d y,  h i s  b e -
l ove d  w i fe  o f  31  y e a r s ,  a r e 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  To r ont o 
c on g r e g a t i on .  T h e y  a r e  p a r-
e nt s  t o  f i ve  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a r e 
“ Pe p e  a n d  B a b a”  t o  e i g ht 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  C h a r l i e  c a m e 
i nt o  G o d ’s  C hu rc h  i n  19 8 0 , 
a t t e n d e d  A m b a s s a d o r,  a n d 

w h i l e  t h e r e ,  s e r ve d  a t  t h e 
C i t y  o f  D av i d  a rc h a e o l o g i -
c a l  d i g  i n  Je r u s a l e m ,  d i d  t w o 
t ou r s  o f  du t y  a t  pr o j e c t s  i n 
S r i  L a n k a  w i t h  l i m i t e d  t i m e 
i n  Ne p a l ,  I n d i a  a n d  T h a i -
l a n d .

S i n c e  t h e n ,  h e  h a s  a c c u-
mu l a t e d  33  y e a r s  o f  e x p e -
r i e n c e  i n  R e a l  E s t a t e  c on-
s t r u c t i on ,  d e ve l o pm e nt  a n d 
m a n a g e m e nt .  H i s  e x t e n s i ve 
e x p e r i e n c e  w i l l  b e  o f  g r e a t 
h e lp  t o  t h e  Na t i on a l  C ou n c i l 
ove r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

appointment of the auditor for 
2023 and for the selection of the 
National Council members were 
a lso approved.

The AGM ended early af ter 
the closing prayer.

After a short break, the Na-
tional Council met via Zoom®. 
At the June 2022 Council meet-
ing, Larry DeLong was selected 
to sit as the temporary Chair-
man for the September meeting 
since Lloyd Teetaert’s term on 
the Council expired at the end 
of the AGM. 

Jeff Anderson was thanked 
for his service on the Council 
and his input to the Council and 
the Strategic Planning/Finance 
Committee. Mr. Desgrossei l l iers 
was welcomed to the Council.

The June 2022 National 
Council Minutes were approved 
before discussion turned to the 

T1235 and T3010 forms that are 
required to be f i led with the 

Canada Revenue Agency along 
with the audited Financial State-
ments. A few minor adjustments 

were made to the forms before 
being approved by the Council. 
The auditor’s reimbursement 
was a lso approved as was the 
2023-2024 Strategic Plan. 

Jim Lucas gave an update on 
the succession plan for the Direc-
tor of Operations. Our current 
Director, Anthony Wasilkoff, is 
planning to retire in the next 
few years.

Linda Wasilkoff presented 
a brief history of the National 
Council with particular focus on 
how and why the Council com-
mittees were formed. The names 
and scopes of the committees 
wil l need to be reviewed to be 
sure they are functioning as in-
tended.

The f inal order of business 
was to select a new National 
Council Chairman. Mr. Lloyd 
Teetaert was reappointed to f i l l 
that role. 

Incoming Council Member:  
Charles Desgrosseilliers

Photo provided by Charles Desgrosseilliers

By United News Canada

New Council Member

Outgoing Council Member:  
Jeff Anderson

Photo provided by Jeff Anderson
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Ministerial Services Coordi-
nator, Rainer Salomaa, scheduled 
a Zoom meeting for Canadian 
pastors on October 31. Only one 
pastor was unable to attend the 
meeting. Mr. Salomaa started the 
meeting by recognizing that all 
pastors work somewhat in isola-
tion and that having an oppor-
tunity to discuss personal health 
issues, Feast of Tabernacles, up-
dates on the local congregations 
and ideas for the next ministerial 
conference is beneficial.

S t a r t i n g 
from the West 
and going East, 
each pastor gave 
an overview of 
his church ar-
eas and each 
Feast Coordi-
nator gave an 
overview of the 
Feast site he co-
ordinated.

O v e r a l l , 
Feast Coordi-
nators reported 
positive reviews 
from each Feast 
site. General-
ly, there were 
fewer attendees 
from outside 
the country, but 
more locals stayed to help in their 
local site. As is always the case, 
there were some who became sick 
during the Feast week. No serious 
problems were reported however.

Quebec had a French lan-

guage site. It was held in a resort 
where everyone stayed in con-
dos. One of their speakers con-
tracted COVID prior to the Feast 
and was unable to attend in per-
son. He was sti l l able to fulf i l his 
speaking assignment by Zoom. 
Activities and group meals were 
well attended and appreciated. 
Further reports from each Feast 
site are included in this issue.

One recurring dif f iculty is in-
dividuals wishing to attend ser-
vices who have dif ferent beliefs 
and wish to push their agenda. 

The Church Attendance Policy 
states: “The Church is a lso not 
obliged to tolerate disruptive, 
antagonistic, or contentious be-
haviour or those who have been 
asked not to attend with us and 
may exclude such individuals 

from Church meetings or func-
tions.”

Three individuals were bap-
tized either right before the 
Feast or during the Feast. At 
one Canadian Feast site an  el-
der was ordained and at another 
site a deaconess was ordained.

A number of pastors have had 
to look for new meeting halls. It is 
a daunting task these days to find 
something that is suitable while 
still being affordable. Many are 
finding that hall rental rates are 

going up and 
that many places 
do not want long 
term renters be-
cause they can 
charge much 
more for special 
occasion rent-
als.  The advice 
was “if you have 
a good hall, hold 
on to it.”  

T o w a r d 
the conclusion 
of the meet-
ing there was 
a brief dis-
cussion about 
post-Feast so-
cials and win-
ter themed so-
cials that have 

been successful. Another Pastors 
meeting will be held next spring. 
It is hoped that there will be a 
Canadian ministerial conference 
in June 2023. Mr. Salomaa asked 
for input on topics pastors would 
like to see covered. 

Pastors Meeting
By Linda Wasilkoff

Ministers’ Conference via electronic means
Photo by United News Canada
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On November 10, seven 
church employees attended the 
annual Carters Law Seminar. 
This year, as for the past few 
years, the seminar was conduct-
ed online and ran for f ive hours. 
Five off ice staff gathered togeth-
er in the church off ice to listen 
together and then to discuss what 
points were most applicable to 
the church at this time.

This year there were eight 
presenters. The lawyers were 
given 20 minutes each to cover 
their subject. Two guest speak-
ers were given slightly more 
time. Topics this year includ-
ed: Essential Charity Law Up-
date; Qualifying Disbursements; 
Wrongful Dismissal Claims; De-
veloping Trends in the Charity 
Sector; ABCs of Gift Agreements; 
Changes and Challenges with the 
Disbursement Quota; and How to 
Work Effectively with the Chari-
ties Directorate.

Each year, after the seminar, 
there are items for follow-up. For 
instance, changing legislation 
sometimes requires that policies 
be updated or that insurance be 
upgraded. This year one of the 
presentations covered wrongful 
dismissal claims and how to avoid 
them or how to handle them if 
they occur. One interesting tid-
bit for anyone who might be let 
go from a job is that an employer 
should provide reasonable time 
for the employee to review (and 
contact a lawyer) the severance 
conditions before he/she signs 
anything. Sometimes an employ-

er tries to insist that an employee 
sign papers immediately.

The latest Federal budget has 
implications for charities. Often 
we think of budgets as just spell-
ing out how much money can be 

spent where, but that isn’t all that 
is in the Federal budget. They 
are looking at changing some of 
the regulations about what per-
centage of the charity’s budget 
can be spent on what and how it 
should be calculated. There are 
some complicated rules associ-
ated with this through which the 
church will have to navigate.

Frequently the National Of-
fice receives inquiries about send-
ing funds to Home Office for 
the Good Works program. The 
answer has been that we cannot 
give money to a charity that is not 
registered in Canada. Individuals 
can but a Canadian charity can-
not. There is some legislation in 
the works that affect what can and 
cannot be done, but presently we 

still cannot as a church donate 
funds to Good Works or LifeNets.

We heard from Bruce Mac-
Donald who is the President and 
CEO of Imagine Canada. He dis-
cussed trends in the charity and 
not-for-profit sector. Many char-
ities are hurting because of the 
pandemic and now with inf la-
tion. He said the f lip side to this 
is that many have learned new 
ways for doing things.

Several bills are being consid-
ered by Parliament. The seminar 
brought the relevant ones to the 
attention of attendees. These, 
for now, leave questions in the 
minds of charities. Will the bills 
pass? Will there be clarif ication 
on some points that seem con-
tradictory? How will they apply 
to us? At the end of the seminar 
some attendee questions were 
answered. When Terrance Car-
ter was asked how to understand 
how one of the new regulations 
that seems to contradict another 
would be applied, he answered, “I 
don’t know what the rationale is.” 
Often the legislature enacts laws, 
but it is up to the CRA to inter-
pret them. For some of the recent 
legislation, we will have to wait 
for the interpretation to know 
how to proceed.

This has been about the twen-
tieth year that church staff have 
attended the annual seminar. 
Each year there are give-away 
books that cover different aspects 
about charity law. This year, for 
the f irst time, the church will be 
a recipient of one of the books. 

Annual Law Seminar
By United News Canada

Online Law Seminar
Photo by Conny Schneider on Unsplash
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Toronto Young Adults Social

The Young Adults in the To-
ronto congregation organized an 
activity on November 5. After ser-
vices a number of participants met 
at a nearby member’s home for fel-
lowship and pizza. When sunset 
arrived we departed for the short 
trip to a local archery tag facility. 

Sixteen people gathered at the 
arena to have a safety briefing. 
After carefully listening to the 
instructions we began a series of 
practice games.

Once we understood the ba-
sic principles, the supervising 
staff member walked us through 
a series of other games. Accuracy 
was an obvious skill we needed. 
Agility was another requirement 
- as our sore muscles reminded 
us in the days that followed our 
fun-filled hour. 

Special thanks to Mark Yap 
for organizing the events that day. 
Thanks also to brethren who trav-
elled from neighboring congrega-
tions to participate and fellowship.

Paul Wasilkoff

Toronto Post Feast Social

Through the years, the To-
ronto congregation has held an 
annual post-Feast social. These 
changed from year to year but 
the intent was to share expe-
riences from the various Feast 
sites attended by congregants. 
Because of COVID restrictions, 
there were no post-Feast socials 
for the past two years.

This year, however, a scaled 
down version was scheduled on 
October 22 when Toronto breth-
ren enjoyed a potluck social fol-

lowing services. Tables were set 
up in the gymnasium and dec-
orated with a fall theme setting 
the scene for an enjoyable time. 

Since attendance was down 
that day due to sickness, our social 
– but not the food – was simpli-
fied. After going through the food 
line, members at each table shared 
their Feast experiences with each 
other. As things return to normal, 
we look forward to more socials 
to make up for the ones we missed 
over the past two years!

Linda Wasilkoff

Robert Teetaert Ordination

Robert Teetaert was ordained 
as an elder on the first day of the 
Feast of Tabernacles, October 
10, 2022, in Drumheller, Alber-
ta.  Robert grew up in Regina, 
Saskatchewan, where he attended 
church with his family.  As a youth 
and young adult Robert was very 
involved in sports, mainly soc-
cer, volleyball and then his pas-
sion for mountain biking.  After 
graduation he moved to Alber-
ta, where he pursued biking and 
skiing and found a job working 
for a construction company. In 
2000, he had an industrial acci-
dent breaking both feet and his 
arm. The accident changed his 
life. Robert was no longer able 
to work on construction sites, so 
he took up finishing carpentry.  
Robert then decided to change 
professions and went to college 
to obtain a Design and Drafting 
Technologist education. 

In Alberta, Robert met Syn-
nove Erickson whom he married 

News From Across Canada

Toronto post-Feast social
Photo provided by Amy van Zant

Archery tag participants
Photo provided by Mark Yap
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in 2005. They now have three won-
derful children (Scott, Emma, and 
Ellie). Robert was ordained a dea-
con in 2011 in Lethbridge.  In 2015 
Robert and his family moved to 
Prince George, British Columbia.  
He started working for a new com-
pany and became involved with 
major projects. Given his aptitude 
for learning and growth, his com-
pany asked him to manage teams. 
Likewise, he was asked to speak at 
church, and having been in Toast-
masters gave him a good start. 

Over the years, Robert has 
taken on more responsibilities in 
service to the Prince George con-
gregation and has grown into the 
role he has now been ordained to. 
He recently began to help with 
the Grande Prairie congregation 
by giving sermons.  Robert also 
was the Assistant Coordinator 
for the Drumheller festival site 
this past Feast. 

Robert still enjoys mountain 
bike riding with his family, hunt-
ing, fishing, and finishing carpen-
try. Robert and Synnove serve in 
the Prince George congregation.

Lloyd Teetaert

Toronto Deaconess Ordained

There was an extra special oc-
casion one day during the Feast 
in Midland. Patricia Romeo was 
ordained a deaconess following 
in the footsteps of her mother, 
Lillie Robinson. 

This ordination had been 
planned for some time, but it 
was determined to delay until the 
Feast so that her aunt would be 
able to witness the occasion.

Linda Wasilkoff

Cortes-Gaviola Wedding

On September 23, the mar-
riage of Ralph Cortes and Grace 
Gaviola took place in Surrey, BC.

Weddings are such special 
events! The Surrey church hall 
made a fine venue for the wedding 
with beautifully decorated back-
drops. Abbotsford Pastor, David 
Palmer, conducted the wedding 
ceremony, which a total of 15 fam-
ily and special friends attended. 

Adam Delfino served as best 
man and Hannah McDoom was 

the bridesmaid. The ceremony 
was both touching and beauti-
ful as the couple exchanged vows 
with tears of joy shed.

After the wedding service, all 
guests attended a fine restaurant 
to celebrate the marriage while 
enjoying a delicious dinner. Af-
ter the meal, Ralph and Grace 
offered thanks and tributes to all 
guests with toasts also given. All 
in all, it was a wonderful experi-
ence for everyone! 

Even though Ralph and Grace 
had lived only a few kilometres 
apart in the Philippines, they had 
never met until February 2022 at 
her birthday party! They hit it 
off very quickly. Ralph proposed 
marriage to Grace in mid-sum-
mer, and of course, she said yes!

We wish Ralph and Grace all 
the best in their future! 

Dale Craniford

Karen Bullerwell Obituary

Karen Gail Bullerwell was 
born in Saskatoon on April 12, 
1948, and spent her early child-

Robert Teetaert
Photo provided by Carmella Cartwright

Ralph & Grace Cortes
Photo provided by Dale Craniford

Trish Romeo
Photo provided by Amy van Zant
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King Solomon was so suc-
cessful that he forgot the source 
of his success.  Often in the life 
of a person, events come along 
that impact the attitude. Vanity 
and ego seem to present a con-
stant pressure on anyone. Sol-
omon’s son Rehoboam became 
the king after Solomon died 
and his attitude of disdain to-
ward his father and the people 
brought about the loss of al l  the 
greatness that God had blessed 
Israel with (1 Kings 12:10).

When Saul was king, his at-
titude changed from a person 
humble and small in his own 
sight to a person who grew care-
less with his responsibilit ies to-
ward God. His attitude toward 
the instructions of God changed 
from humble obedience to care-
less self-indulgence (1 Samuel 
15:17-23).

Since the error of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden, man-
kind has had success or failure 
according to his attitude. Paul 
wrote the importance of attitude 
into his letter to the Corinthian 
church. “I discipline my body 
and bring it  into subjection, 
lest,  when I have preached to 
others, I  myself should become 
disqualif ied” (1 Corinthians 
9:27). Numerous accounts exist 
about people with tremendous 
gifts of music, art,  leadership, 
intelligence and other abilit ies 
who have squandered their gifts 
because they developed an atti-
tude that curtailed their efforts.

The success of a marriage 
will  depend upon the degree 
to which a couple can maintain 
their focus on what a marriage 
ought to be and not allow chang-
es that come to us all  impact the 
way in which they love one an-
other. Attitudes can change for 

the better.  A right,  good and 
proper attitude is more import-
ant than education, wealth, cir-
cumstances, gifts of various tal-
ents and skil ls.  Attitude is the 
supreme element in our lives as 
it  controls al l  else.  God is seek-
ing those with the attitude that 
He can bless and use when He 
gives the gift of eternal life (Ro-
mans 6:23). 

Through the life and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ,  God has 
completed His plan of salvation. 
It requires only the effort we 
humans give and that is guid-
ed by our attitude. That reward 
and inheritance follows a time 
of testing and development for 
each person (1 Peter 1:3-8). We 
have the ability to renew our 
attitude every day. You are in 
charge of yours. Check it daily 
for the reward is priceless (1 Pe-
ter 1:13-17). Walk humbly with 
Him. 

“Attitude” from page 16.

hood years in Dafoe, Saskatche-
wan. She died in North Battleford 
on September 10, 2022, at the age 
of 74 years -- just over a year after 

the death of her husband, Virgil.

Karen was a member of God’s 
Church for many years and a de-
vout practitioner of her faith.The 
brethren were an important part 
of her life. Time spent practic-
ing hymns on the piano at home 
brought her joy, as did playing 
them at church services.

Karen’s maternal grandmother, 
Mrs. Werner was also a member 
of God’s Church. Karen fondly re-
ferred to her as “Gram.”

Karen loved games and puzzles. 
Bridge, Kaiser and Cribbage were 
staple pastimes in her household.

Karen worked various book-

keeping roles in the Battlefords and 
eventually found her permanent 
second career with Alumi Glass/
Fortress Windows and Doors 
where she spent many fulfilling 
years until health issues forced re-
tirement in December of 2017.

Karen was predeceased by her 
eldest son, Werner and her hus-
band of 52 years. She is survived by 
her sons: Clinton (Rochelle) – Jack 
and Sam of North Battleford; Edan 
(Tammi) - Noah and Eva of Rose-
town, and Lloyd (Ashley) – Oli, Bo 
and Gus of rural North Battleford.

A private interment was held 
at the Baldwinton Cemetery.

Adeline Sanoy
Karen Bullerwell

Photo provided by Karen Bullerwell Family
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At the beginning God stated 
that man would have domin-
ion over the earth and all  l iv-
ing things. He would be able to 
subdue the earth and control 
al l  the animals.  But Adam and 
Eve soon turned away from God 
and the result was that God did 
not make things easy for them. 
Eve would have some troubles 
and be somewhat dominated by 
Adam, and Adam would have 
trouble providing food, shelter 
and clothing (Genesis 1:26-28; 
2:16-19). On top of that,  God 
put enmity between the ser-
pent (Satan) and mankind. God 
loved what He had created and 
was not about to simply throw it 
away and destroy it ,  but He was 
determined to help humans to 
develop toward becoming His 
children and heirs of al l  He had 
created (Romans 8:16,17).

Adam and Eve had to work 
hard, build a home for them-
selves, take care of providing 
food and clothing and bring 
into being a family. That fam-
ily has grown into all  of hu-
manity today. It took thousands 
of years for mankind to really 
come to the place where they 
have control over almost every-
thing on earth. We only need to 
look back a few hundred years 
to f ind people toiling by hand 
long hours in the f ields for food. 
We see success in farming con-
trolled by weather, infestation 
of insects,  errors in judgment by 
many and hard work required to 
eke out a living in many plac-
es. We also see progress,  albe-

it slow, toward lessening the 
load of heavy work that was re-
quired. We see plagues and dis-
eases wiping out large segments 
of the population as humans 
struggled to understand things 
like the black plague, smallpox, 
lethal varieties of f lu, infections 
that poisoned the body and a 
whole host of circumstances 
and events that have made life 
diff icult and short.

History reveals a frightening 
account of the struggles that 
have happened in every corner 
of the world. We humans have 
added greatly to our own sor-
rows through wars, greed, self-
ishness, ignorance, laziness, 
stubbornness and a whole host 
of mind-sets that have prevent-

ed us from using the wonderful 
gifts God has given. Those gifts 
can be a talent for design, ar-
tistic works and all  manner of 
workmanship (Exodus 31:4,5). 
They can be gifts of music, 
speaking, teaching, ability to 
learn and more (1 Corinthians 
12:28-31). One example was the 
gifts given to Solomon (1Kings 
3:11-13). Solomon began to 
carefully seek God in all  things 
and was blessed more than any 
other king. He built the temple 
that was to replace the moveable 
tabernacle with the zeal that his 
father King David had shown. 
God was pleased, but God cau-
tioned Solomon with the same 
important lesson we must al l 
learn. That is the attitude with 
which we seek and follow our 
Creator.

Attitude is everything as it 
impacts our lives and our bond 
with our heavenly Father and 
His Son. God warned Solo-
mon to hold to the course and 
never go astray. God would do 
His part if  Solomon did his (1 
Kings 9:19). Solomon’s attitude 
changed and he failed to achieve 
his potential.  He brought idols 
into the temple and God turned 
from him.

Your attitude is the way that 
you think and feel about some-
thing and it shows in the way 
you behave. An attitude towards 
something or someone can 
change over time or sudden-
ly, depending on what a person 
perceives.

By Robert Berendt

See “Attitude” on page 15.

Attitude

The success of a marriage is  
impacted by attitude

Photo by Cam Ferland on Unsplash


